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5 93 mankind. By the 


a  *©. there be ſuch grace as this; in a God. © 
5 * and perfe# Juſtice; 4 | proclaim: help. and ſal 
e freely to the worſt o offi nners J Surely i hen, I. may bop 
and rejoice, notauithſia 
N my/elf,, but what. would cundemn, and deſtroy ne: 2 
an therefore under the ſtrongeſt obligations ta lqve and. 
#4 obey z force dubere fin. abounded, there "Brace. er 
| . nuch more abound ; that. as fin hath. reigned 1 | 
½% grace might-reign through 13 a, ext 


NOTE 1 in affixed to the bre 
in the cleareſt if language, the central deſign. of this 


perf formance... 


cieace is firuck wuith the importance, evidence” and free- 


nei of the grace and Jalvation proclaimed therein ; he is 4 
. once ſurpr i/ed by {ts and cries out from bis. Very beart, 


Free grace indeed. Mherein. be has not. Bis eye Fra, or 
bes: thoughts refeting upon. ay. grace aureught. in: hin Y 
bu his attention it drawn e gang the free and perf?” 
- grace revealed in the £9/pet, thro Feſus Chriſt to fun- 
impreſſion this makes upon his Beart, 
true faith, „ ode and Jey. are produced, attended” 
. with an adiiration of that 
forth in the atonement Chrift has made for. fine TH 
 "revelgtion of God's loue, the 1 7 7s Jurprized ; it comes 
to him quite, unempected; und makes him cry out, Can, 
ſpotleſs holineſs: 


03/1411. 


ading I find nothing in ar about. 
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1 ben. the: mind of a finner is en- 
Hen the true meaning of the goſpel, and bis con- 
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 confeirnce, from the leſt goſpel by the vgl ſpirit, is 
truly divine or worthy of God : quite diftin& from all 
 counterfeits; as it is pure ang perfect, full and free, 
neither admitting any conditiong nor needing any addition. 
All counterfeit grace is either conditional, /o that a per- 
Jon muſt do ſomething to intitle himſelf to it; or diſtant, _ 
| "bro a perſon muſt make ſome advances towards it, or. 
| perceive Jomething in himſelf previous to his enjoying the 
= . , Genefit and comfort of it : Whereas.the true grace of God 
44 revealed openly an the auord of the goſpel is both ab- 
; /5-. + folnts 2x4 immediate. IE Go © 9 5 | 


11, abſolute, requiring nothing for the helpleſs finner _ 
dio do or endeavour towards obtaining an intereſt in the 
divine favour : for Paul ſays, if it be by grace, it is no. 
more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace. Rom. 
A. G. Hud nt i immediate, "affording relief previous to- 
rie reien of wny ut of ours: for the apoftle dirgetly 
puljous bat if it de of works it is no more of grace, 
 _ // otherwiſe work is no more work. Nay, unleſs the grace 
1  manifefed in the goſpel by Feſus Chrift has both theſe- 
1 _'  * Properties, it cannot ze free indeed. For how ſbould 
| +» #hat'bequite free, which Tratvts the boot funer any thing 
᷑0 ub to obtain it; Bags | | 


. 


* 


5 5 ber nor bold forth to him ſuch in- 
= | © Formation at it ſufficient to a ford him immediate hope of 
- »  </atvation'by Chr. Upon the whole then, I cannot but 
ai apprehend that revealed grace» has theſe properties: ſo. 


that a'perſon no Jooner underflands and believes it, but 


bd be ts entightened and relieved thereby); and it becomes a@ 
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peel of all holineſs and conſolation to him; being 
5 INE by the fprrit of truth and grace. 
N The attentive reader will eafily perceive, that'the aim 
ee this performance centers Bere; td that what is ſaid 
©. concerning every other ſubject, whether regeneration, faith,. 
| 3» Gtpertence br Nee Se. is in order to clear and vn. 
1 irater bis important view F divine grace; and to ſhow: | 
bab al Ee doetrines of grace are confeſtent with it, are 
ela by u, are drawn from it and center in it. 
de importance and. excollency of this divine grace, 
du ie my Mind with more 'clearneſt of late, than 
dee is the only greund of all the variation that 
n 7 1 in my [entiments and expreſſions. ” My ating and | 


_ 35 + "* *- reachin! 
EE. -* preaching 
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- juſtly caſt pon t. 
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and is the only reaſon, ſo far as I know, why my name- 


is caft out as 2 ut F muſt newerthelgſi, reach and | 
; proclaim this Freene/s of grace to fellow fenners, evhether., 


they will hear, of <ubether” they will forbear > Firmly 


5 yofuadel, that this is "the true N of G; and the | 
only fort of grace that can fuit t 

can upon à right principle or foundation, either relieve.” 

Their conſciences, purify their hearts, comfort their fouls, 
or direct their condutt ; unden the in} uence of the Bleſſed : 

© ſpirit. Tea, aud] mnſft look upon. the. welcome reception 


_ of this grace, together avith the holy Fruits thereof, to Be 
. the true and Proper Wop of genuine . in” Heart 
and 5 

15 yon ae lnow: more, diffinith, what; are the Se- 


ends aim'd at in theſe: ſheets, ou. 2 9. tale them uns 


4 


"Air the following. particulars. 
1. To windicate this wiew' of the true Fat el of God, 
From thoſe Various and. e Teflecions- chat are moſt 


2 8 
e E: 4 8 ; wow; 


2. To detect a ee Serien of elf. MG kg evbich: 
- may-be cherifoed: een under a 6 S598 fron 3 the Aricteſt 
lee, | 


3. To ſhow . 7s "he 3 true nature of the 1 of 


— grace vrought in the heart by the divine Spirit 3 or aubat 


Abbe proper root, ſpring or principle of all © goſpuel-expe- 


1 ang obedience, according to the divine word. 


Te ſet open the way of. peace and hope, thro” the- f 5 


e of Chrift freely preſented in the goſpel, For the pro- 


ber and immediate relief of the- Rf coridemw d, the pers 75 


Llexed and intangled. 


Jo give a general clue how to ee of thi NY 


of our faith ; and ſo of our hope, love, Comfory « and obe 
Lek abe from iti. 


56. Toſet forth the Gs > in which a "perſon ies: 
FS 10 4 ſolid, firm ali faction, about the Ja e of his flate 


2 . | IF 


er a and that: 


x * bi LE, 5 = 
PS Con Nat * 15.7 ITS: 1 ey 8 Ns: 5 *EL NT VOY N 3 
2 1 . 88 3 n 291. . "RF 8 A bode, A RN N 
0 8 OT . Ln! 4 * TEES n E ki MONTES 4 ae 8 OP 7 


7. Toftate the difference ie that experience and. 
5 e which flows from the Senſe and influence of the _ + 
E -- true grate th Cod; 9 5 awbich. 1 Log: — 
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public, the ſubſtance of tao letters written to a friend, 


. avhich. chiefly regards the 
- . Theſe letters are ſo varie 


"ll bh; 3 is here ANCE. 
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9 : WH. — 
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primer 


in gears 


„A, by prifenting 5 + 2 


grace in the heart. 
inſtances from what - 


 , they were, As. originally awritten, that they ought to be * 
confidered by the reader in no other light, than as a fa- 
niliar method of Rating the ſubjectt therein handled. | 
; Then follows a reply to the refleckions on an epiftelary- 


A great pleaſure to me, and a great mercy to 
rer e it bg meet. WP 9 any e 5 


© correſpondence, Ec. ecke with an appendi rx. 


If what is here written ſhould prove, by the efficacy. 
of. the divine ſpirit, a 
Into the conſciences of ſome; of ſetting at liberty the infla- 
ved fouls of others ; of confirming Jome in the moſt holy 
* Faith, once delivered to the faints.; and of promating, true 
l and true holingſs in the hearts of an *Tavill be 


happy means of 


Ariting convieion. 


NSD 


be 5 is Ariel, to correRt | 
. AGE 1.1.7. read: my for the., 
| 1 begin line 1. thus, To the former letter. p. 
85 1. 11. f. it for . p. 182 J. 11. 7. Jet for Je- 
Ren, . fawour | for ſaviour p. 47+ J. 16. r. whom: « 
Aj 1. 6 r. e . exriain. 55 


them; ; what 


| following 8 
5 e the for. my. 
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r publicly give'a fair. necount , my preſent Anti. 
ments," that they may Jet whore "ahi are diffi + 
. thefje I have formerly profeft ; and fince- many wild . 
and 'extravagant- notions bave gane abroad concerning - 
them, ¶ therefore think it my. dee their defire | 
as diftinby'ax; I can, leaving 'the event, as 10 the. “ 
reputation and . ir the hands of my dae Telus 
ab 3s bead ber all tbings to the Churrcb. 
I cannot be ſuppoſed, that I ſhould here hoy forth any - 
bing different from what 1 continually preach in public, 
cn am, avritten to private friend. IL.can 
re think» of n eafer or better a ft 
than by laying before the public  detters: 
| aonititn e h fuppreffing i every thing that 16 
6 merely. þ, nal, Huving ant what appears needleſs or: 
ignto my" prefent deſign '; making'a few variations or 
"lt ng may ſeem res ; and on the cloſe to anner 
a tiftine reply to the refactiont aire fed on 
efiftolary correſpondence, $6.4 45 347 1 . 2713 oo 1225 
Tur being done, eee eee ty: 
| review ur peruſe: the whole We deliberation, + av 
' otherwiſe he could mt . Het 0 bes 
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* On thi friih "of grace in 1 Vert. 
= Ar the avhole-wvill appear io terminate in 1 „ 

E | . of the principle of Grace, and the nature of the 
EF. © Spirit's work andwhut relates en. 7 have ous jd 
OR a title * 


* 10 


Da N A. 


8 "IS <> i-th 3 
INCE I receivd your. ._onexpetied letter, my : 
thoughts have been 5 various accounts 
| diligently to enquire wherein the radical diffe- 
4 7 ona between us lies. As for thoſe N 
3 frequently alledged hy any « Dodgn 
|: _ thaxitis Ang, derogates from the Rt, bf Fake : 
Fi 2 ſpirit, deſtroys the comfort 20 0 "ds of — ſets aſide 
+ : the uſe of exhortations both to believers and. le 
vers, &. 'Pheſe are Particnlars te 100 BAD to be eaſily 
credited by "hole 510 know ny general character an 
Principles: And when ſuch things as theſe are objected 
to me, I feel, or am intimately conſcious that the ſenti- 
ments I eſpouſe are not in the leaſt, degree chargeable 
Fo * with any, ſuch, conſequences. And every one that, 
Fr. rightly underſtands them will preſently perceive, that 
they cannot be — rape the truth appears a 
| to be of ſuch a nature: : that vn who believes can 
have no e: a Lane, 2 wang 
ing it from the eee the ee of the 
golpel. They cannot be ſaid to e v. from the ſpi- 
rit's work, becauſe tis all along àver d that the goſpel 1 
can take 1 the neceſſary, e ea- 
cious Almighty and fovereign'agency, of the divine ſpi- ä 
iit. Neither do they deſtroy the com forts of a believer, 
M becauſe they continually: preſent to him a compleat and 
R fre Saviour for his immediate relief, and aſſert that 
"3 the ſpirit.of God witneſſes to the genuine effects of the 
5 ſpel appearing in his experience and conduct. They 
N go ſet aſide the uſe of echortations; for exhortations . 
"I to all ſorts of 1 perſons are allowWꝰd and given upon evan- 
gelical princi Tag Neither can they be juſtly e | 
: 5 ator becauſe they continually lead the m Nd. 
ds anti fix it upon the divine «teſtimony» : and record, 
1 maleing that che reaſon of hope and motive to duty... 
1 There is no one of the doctrinal points uſually. call'd 
_ ns, As OT either to Socinianiſm, 5 


re 


| and unaccountable, that ſuch a ſet of 


; hould be rand aß and propagated againlt the Bae | 


the difference; might be. 


: 5 555 out... 


; my mean different things. 
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3 Ou the e A grace in the u, 3 
1 or Autinomianiſm wherein we diſagree, fo far as 


I can diſcern. Since then I can clearly and conſcienci- 
.. ouſly aver thus much, it muff be at firſt ſig 


25 I profeſs, an. Pee. Bhs 
Will you, t] en give me liberty to conjecture what 
r appr chend it muſt Be here- 
ah the * nature of the Principle of inherent 
0 It. is, I I rehenged: and A ok + 
hat ny inherent race, or an implan rinci le- 
1 e Wien 1 ide d 105 nor” Bic F im: . e — 
by thefe words or phrafes. 
ou mean by it, ſome inherent 1 8 wn; ſepe rate from 
and previous, te 110 the ge proper E of fetus Chriſt. 
But in my Gerd. af roOper apr pri of grace upon 
Which the 4% on 
_forted, -&c. 1 1s: the 12 by ora, 4. oY truth in the 
N Fan e go e 'confeience; the knowledge of 
Gol oY the fout by the spirit, thio* "oF 
"Wore d of all which Phrases, 1! ntend for ſub- 
ce one; and the ſume thing. 
80 tr the peliever is animated and” Luger * 
-» op y what he knows and believes concerning 
- a8. 4 help eG Anner in himſelf confidered, and Toner 
- Jefus Chriſt as a mo! Free and Perfect Taviows reve 
2 10 18 s the { ſeed, the duc eddie ſeed that Wieck 
in bim, anc is in the propereſt ſenſe the principle or 
ring of. all he is as a chriſtian; and this i is indeed, the- 
" ently diſcernable principle, by Which he is led to live 


5 e ſomething without, not taking his 
e or hope from any Narbe within himſelf, 


Hom the 7 of What he ſees in Chriſt. 
"nd t pel of free grace, This grace of God re- 
. Ve; al'd SE word bein hems free and perfect, when, 
-, apprehendec {6 :necefiity and importance by che 
: T7 it of trut grace, works upon the heart, to in- 
_ fluence all the | ee of the ſoul; and as it proceeds to 

influence the mind aud condud, it does ſo far bring it's. 


on evidence along with it, and does ſo far e; a 


. perſons. own ſpecial intereſt in the redemption of Je 
Chit; AFTEAS e 1 83 that e 
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F * f On the principle of grace in the heart. | 
vealed grace underſtood and believed, is not ſufficient for 
ſanctification and ſatis faction, without the conſideration of 


ſome previous implanted principle; whereby it comes to 
Paſs that you are oblidged to take into your thought ſome- 


thing wrought in you, to give you a reaſon of hope and 
round of comfort. I know you are ready to profeſs. 

in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt manner, that you have no 

degree of dependance upon any thing beſides the work 
of Chrift for your juſtification and acceptance before 
| God. But then do you dare to depend directly upon 
Christ's work alone, without the conſideration of ſome- 


wing wroughtin you, as a kind of a medium to in- 
courage you to truſt in Chriſt? If not; tis eaſy to ſee 


where the dependance is properly or immediately placed. 


; 4 2 8 PET: n 5 5, 0 7 nl. 1 5 1 
a s defective and inſufficient in youreſteem; to für- 
3 e 322 - B 1 : 
niſh you with an immediate ground of hope, and with | 
_ * effectual motives to love and obedience. Ft what is. 


nd you ſeem to place this prin- 


working powerfully upon the 
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Suppoſe every thought of an inherent prone as 


of their own faith and repentance between 


13 "ben S bi EG x 
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n the e af ace in the heart: 5: 
the queſtion between us-ſeems to be this. Whether the" 
pure Knowledge of ſus Chriſt, as an abſolutely neceſſ- 
ary, free and perfecł Evin given to the.ſoul by the ſpiri 
be properly the principle of grace, or whether we muſt 
not-take in ſome conſideration of ſomething wrought in 

abſtracted from this, in order to render the know- 
bow of Chriſt ſafficient- — effectual for comfort and 
holineſs. If I have ſtated the queſtion right, I. can eaſi- 
iy ſee, how the want of this eren induces you to 
think that my doctrine is enthuſiaſtical, antinomian, = 
deſtructive to the comfort vf believers c. For I gueſs,, © 
that you are ready to accgunt it . to rejoice 
in Jeſus Chf alone, - without a conſciouſneſs: of and a 
refle&tion. upon fone in yard work, diſtinct from the 
. true knowledge of jeſus Chriſt; e wot eſteem it 
A 1 a imagine 15 Ta ing more to 

-necefliry 1 3 85 ek ning us 
to duty chan che i xr vie el W oſpel 9 the r, ; 


and'that youJudge e 10 e comforts of be- 
evers, W du can perceive no ſolid comfort on- 
tain d in reſting upon Chriff alone, wo a previous - 
1 : | Us. fur rt d en en 


1 


1 "hen our wills hy fe, Wer 8 WN A 4 
fomething Hefides che Know! dge of Chriff for a princi-. 
grace; induces you rampprehend' ſuch. fidkeon- 
ae from 1 5 5 1s: evident, that ſo 
far you are for 9750 ie ſtreſs of your hope and com- 
fort upon that u, hich 4 Rand diftingutihed from Chriſt 
Enown and Ne Thus dear fir, I have done 
What P can, Without much argument, to ſtate wherein 
guess the difference nes at the bottom... I. may be 
_ miſtaken: in myTepreſentation, and ſhould" be lad, 167 
you would corre or conffrm it in a few. lines” by way 
of reply. The long intimacy I have had with, and the- 
Strong affection T have bad and ſtill have for you, fil 
_— an —— and e cite my, et EE 
e that if it were the will of Sed, we may: 
Be led to fee” ere to ey in God's true light. 
1 "theſe \ rievity circumſtances, the bleſſed truth“ 


ite my pillar and ſupport;. Knowing ir om 
e 8 5 ons VC... | 
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1 experiences, as evidential. of a Joined 2 A ſen- 


0. the principle 1 grace in the heart. 
L E if: T E N 1 


To his Js I 1 received a reply, 5 1 of 
- which, ſo. far as if regards the ſentiments exhibited” 
tlitrein and the. evidence produced wy them, is fairly. 


e bed e or 1 in Ae "or 57 9 | 
A ! EY F#2 4 
8. 1 e Ins ts PP . „„ LY! 


8 o expreſs „ ho , Gnall a. 
chat we ſhould not be able to underſtand each o- 
- ther's meaning in, our ſeveral mutual converſa-. 


PE: of late.———Whatever be the cauſe, which I. a, 


775 accountable for, yet J find it 8 A real PACE nm 
For you — 5 in the moſt ſurprizing 2 n ſur 

food me in various inſtances; 75 Althe 'Ftook all or 

_ Pains to open my mind in the moſt diſtin language I 


ans wat thout ring any new 3855 o * uſual; 
eo 


gras L "maſt here confeſs,.,that by diſcerning «the, 
Farm of the when in a clearer Ds than * — 


y (cri 
E and pro N Which q nan be diſcerned 
i 5 his holy ſpirit throu == 
con- 


98 > 2 f f 36 t into underſtand 


ſcience ; a light which diſcovers the erfect bel leſſneſs, 


of the anner, and the perfection of Work, clear 


of thoſe mixtures and embarraſsments, with which ch We. 
are naturally prone to be perplexed and deluded. | 

But it is phone meaſure, aſto that you not 1 
impute ſuch a number of ſentiments to me, which are 


utter contrary to the truth of my 


As (1/.) You ſay, that I a . 7 r 


timent Inever embraced nor ſugge 8 co: — | 

trary, L always aſſerted wok mole, rd. 
experiences, followed by. correſponding goſpel — - 

OE dings that canon evi a perſonal . 


72 3 b 7 
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: in Chriſt; "aud: that ſo far as theſe appear to be genuine 1 
and no farther, we have ground to conclulle i it concern 


i ing ourſelves. © 

(2) You ay; I have been for ede alen the 
tered hope of the- Gofpel: If by reducing them to it, 
881 nr; that we are never to forget this general free 
but ars to make uſe of it upon all occaſions; this 
i | deed rent: truth: Fut if by reducing them hereto, 

| you mean a confining them to ĩt, ſo thatrhey can 1 never 
obtain any further hope than this concerning their own 
perſonal 1 "tis a: 1 8 miſtake. ANTS: a Ow 

of my meaning. | 


Again (3) Youch 
primitive” fas + 


9 


This is another ſtrange conſtruction upon my meaning; 
unleſs you interpoſe Ns words a frft inte the ſentence z 
and then it ſtands” forth as à clear truth: the pris. 
- mitive chriſtians did at firſt . in the truth 
the goſpel of free grace: Twas this which gave them 
their firſt hope and joy, and-was the- firſt "ſpring of their 
94 and obedience. 1 ih Toy Pas „ 
| (4) You: are free 1 auooſly bin- — 
ci 1 bak the Bare truth 22 * evithout any conſes- 4 
nj pet "the good things 1 revealed — el, 
| cient. - On the contriry,” I maintain, W e 
hare truth believed, upon account of the immediate — 
Wo of divine grace revealed therein, produces an ex- 
perimental eonſciouſneſo of intereſt, & far as it has ite ä 
proper: influence upon the heart: ' LI DE e 
(5) You intimate, that tis my 5 piles 2. Ne 


of Jar final intereft leads to ith pride, promotes '@ . 


Phariſaical tempo, and it one principle ſource of the de= 
. clenſion of religion Serge 1. Nba *tis 2 evi⸗ 


dent, Talways aſſerted that a perſuaſion of interèſt ari- : 5 


ſing out of faith and its effects, is very comfortable an 
uſeful: While on the contrary, it muſt' be allowed, 


a carnal egnſidente founded; upon paſt experiences, 5 oy 


one principal ſource vf thedeclenfion/QF re oy . b ee : 
| what ſtill more amazes/me;i— - LOBE 
wy That you ſhould' think, Pain ar ankibilaving af ; 
di POIs 2 character: between Rr and un- 
8 „ ee 


— . mw . %y 
g— n i on RO 4 
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their perſonal ee 1 2 1 — — 225 1 Seppel . 
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8 eee. PD art; 
ee exclude none) T tay 
ene my — as can poſh 1 5 tos LS 
| dun enen by meß that wh: whatſoever | 
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ere be in the believers heart, 

= — — oe: 

= a0 of: im. 2 Ft kt 
In the. wid middle of yaur jetter. yoſreſume * 


rn - mentioning ; an axiem of Mr. e 


able 
i ger, 18 or pleaſing in fight of od 
| A \ befides "that of Jeſus Chriſt; or in We 40 Th =_ 
* ne hes egen ſtars af belare od; 
eſe. ſentiments . 


Eee There adomed 3; chat, 22 Noi. 


2 Pu 
tl inundation of Sha week, kind. of Au no- 
; raniin, een deftroy the.diffexedice. betweer mo- 


ee nt pleaks, to top-a moment here, 
and you wall 2 ſvg thak all theſe frigheful. conſe- 
am invalid. —Who did ener annihilate all real 


| linen of chaniten befro God God, exrenting in the 


mater of eum juſtiſication Neither this author nor my- 


| felf :- On the contrary, it will appeaꝶ to. qhν⁊t one wha 
reads his bock preaching 
erden ; 


with open Dee: 
1 2 — 
8 


e fuk amtlowe of 


255 * 3 2 | 


wh? 

'Y OT —— e. 0 wits K. 72 
s not bring forth x _ 

- firanger to the grace of Chak aah is 


of his-..- 
2 — — tha — 2 : 


1 ; becauſe it loch mare like 4 concern to vindicate 
on clataſter, than to ſtate the truth a8 it is in 

— 3 7 I maſt add * 2 one wWͤhohas a 
tbo red Tae ax ae 


0 pity: ad laſted. Tar or fours months, 4- Vece 
le dn — N * it has 


fre- 
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0 the arb of grace in the heart. © 19 


nent! red to you fince,” by my puble dif- 
| 5 «\ 2 805 rod not en conſiſtent. 1 that de- 
' « Claration.”* For this acknowledgement of yours con- 
_ wnces me, that von have not drawn up theſe charges 
: "+ any malicious deſign; but that they are pure miſ— 
apprehenſions. At the ſame time, this conceſſion of 
| Fours ves ground for any impartial perſon, ad leaſt to 
ki oa belief of rag alle r ys it may ca- 
be ma e to appear, at / pprehenſions | 
© Tours about my 2 uriſe from your. not diſ- 
_ cerning, fo clearly „ ere with, the nature of that 
bu; ate fr . ene 5 He grace-which 1 contend. 
Ta. 1 . 2 S4 ; 
1 now proceed . | 
be in reality in 5 0 r us.—. Tou very ingenu- 
y confeſs. a your. ſentiments concerning 
the nature'ofjuſti ing faith , inthe fallowingwords,— * 
+ 5 Another Leit on which we have differ d, is reſpec- 
57 A # Justifyiag faith—And-here I | 


+4 


« tad; ; and end roy da teſtament with fore. af 


4 duity and a ſtrong prepoſſeſſon of mind to find it 
| a there. But, A my expectation, Was com- 
4 pelled by the moſt —— to give it ip.— 
ö rs I'think' is the only inſtance of ficieleneß 1 
2 « m abi to charge upon myſelf. with reſpect io Mr. 
| kings, thar i, 1 do not now dilap- 
« prove 8 1 — moon doarital' femtiments.T have here- 
6 1 of, as I ibn under, them. —As | 
you have 1 uced no evidences, or arguments, 
or have given eee che okangein.your ſen- 
. can A edel, ee e. 
y Ke Fer pc and-that. 


| bo not Aer OD ne 7 


in the acts of the àapoſtles, and ifrgquently — 55 
e pony 3 


—— 


35 Feen e — - in a0 1 05 nation, pave 
better hearts before their eſfectual * "the, goſpel, 
than the-Jews and Heathens had t ſenſe 

1 — the phraſe, she, bars 4 
port, (tho for my part I am not cent it) may 
2 be ſben in che Hyiſtolary aer. letter 2 
Which of the N N e- 
Ta with, ad many 


= Deer . Ari din. the. | 
© +: ſupport me in this enziment,. N wi 1a 
ese them: I-bave- Seals own; We 


a OSU 
„ 
— Ee 1 


Os be orfhethle " prace inthe bear. 1 


Astothe arguments you draw fromChritt's converſation. , & 
with Nicodemws inthe gd chapter of Fobn, T would ob. - > | 
ſerve,” that as che corrupt biaſs in our nature, called £_ nn 

G, verſe 6, proceeds from and is founded upon the | ö 
lie or Elbe originally inſtilled into human nature 
by the father of Hes, Which is propagated in natural 
generation, we 8 not how: fo the new — c 
called. Hirit, 5 lag. this, muſt be the trurb in the 3 
heart ani nee”: "And as all che operations and "I 
effects · ot the nur 1 ple, appear to ariſe Re | 
world, minded ſelf righteouſneſs ;{o the — | 
principle of grace Is the imp en and efficacy of 
that truth, which ſtauds in ee to Lots . 
theſe corrupt principles: And here it is very remnark- 
able, that when you are Arriving to expreſs yourſelf in 
the cleareſt, ftrongeſt and nioft definitive lan age con- 
cerning the indwelling of the prin ae of gies 'of grace in the - 
heart, in order to rove that it m ſomewhat di- 
ſtinct from the EY mplanted thete ; every one of the 
-exprefſions 1 you uſe, is Fs Mines fallef Hacitude equally -. 
true of the implanted or d word, which Ms. would 
55. 3 e che W to N THe of the r 
ubject. 

e ee 4 to and ie holy ſpirit | 
4% in, „ hich pant — — I 
<" inclines and biaſſes us to all that is hob! d good': 

«. And as the corrup ption of nature is intimacy n and z 
<c with the ſoul; 1 to any of its in s 
5 <, nature. of the t this principle of grace A 

« pet in ſhe conſtlence) 'n myſt be in the ſoul in order ; 

nature previous 10 any of its effects; tis a divine + 
40 560 and 15 N ropes! in che 


bo even as 21 e in' man is an 2 Z 
8 << principle, tho* he he be not yet reaſoning on mo- 
ral or revealed truth.” For in truth, the Soſpel be. e 
5 is the reaſon of het true W = e = 
: 85 to overthrow this vie of the erent prtin- oY 
75 50 iS g. to me the ao. ee 
fly anſwer⸗ 


, 


| 12 On- 4 iel gras in ihe N 0 


AJ. bet if. reflect hom entirely paſſive. an 
adult perſon s trvecving th the goſpel. 6 A. 


ſaid, that even a the kingdom Pes 


2s. little children or 

. Eis as Ay to conceive how a truth (tho? not ex- 
plicitly) may: 3 in che ſoul of an infant by 
the efficacy of the divine „ as to conceive in any 
| aſs how'a falſehood maybe 


ly aid Is y from the e oo lies. Bat | 
not to in x oe ee two articulars, what t I would 
72 | Hays mary eſpecially obſei 1 


here X 
= + Thatdince the ſcripture is very ET to infants, 
| 1 3 iden, that our N 7 metaph yſical and ab- 
ſtracted reaſo aaa. 3-8 this head, with Which many have 
delighted to am r 58 not be im 13 


to ſet aſide tlie declared ordina: method of God! | 
rating on the mind of r man, . , that t feith Has 
by bearing.——> And, >. . | 


When, our, lord. Avers in bib continued "ſoot J 


2 
with Nicodemus John iy, 18. that he that believeth not 
is condemned alreally.; no one can think, that this in 
the ſtricteſt and fulle ſenſe is de to extend to in- 
fants. And yet this ſentiment” 1 15 introduced by our 
Lord, in that ſame diſo in Which he converſes about 


7 And: what 1 1 it ſhould. app dear, that our 


Lord's diſcourſe rning faith” is intend to Ep 
+ his meaning eee T 1 would he moi 


6 


5 2 thatall yo raw mf 5 
we 


: ground; a 
| . e 25 
0 theſe fab, e ark one an 0 
ching namely, how 2 perſen 
- life... Nicedewss bes 
| verſe 9. How can theſe. things ze Where 
reproves. him for his Enorance, verſe 10. f th 
cceds to explain how, theſe things could be. And in my 
opinion, this is what | JH „ of. 8.51 preſent 
day want to have lained to chem; 
N 2 l 34 


% 1 


— ” * 5 8 : — ? : 
# 4 | : E 5 1 4 
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. 1 


there ; ſo. that we are juſt- 


nfuſed.. in his Hs owed | 
= 1 5 | 
then pro- 


they. 'canhdt 
1 1s «ent 1 hands 
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ineiple-of grate in the heart. 13 
Lord's diſcourſe,” may eaſily diſcern, what a fullneſs, 
beauty, ſuitableneſs and excellency there is in the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt to anſwer all theſe. ſpiritual 
es. E EA So „ : . 15 > 
; The next paſſage you adduce, is Gal. v. 22,23. where. 
it is ſaid, that rhe fruit of tbr ſpirit is love, joy, peace, long 
| ſuffering, gentleneſs, eee meekneſs, lemßeranel. 
From Whende you would infer, that faith is a fruit or 
effect of a previous inherent principle; here called the 
ſpirit. But it is not ſo very evident that the perſon of 
the ſpirit is not here intended. However, it is much 
more agreeable to the obvious meaning of this text, to 
think that che word Valth here, daes not ſignify 57e 
tighing faith, but that it here intends fadality, as this 
word is tranſlated in Titus ii. 10, beeauſe it is evidently 
ranked with long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs and 
meekneſs, which are ſocial virtues. © As for Epb. i. 19. 
20. which you ſtrongly urge to prove a ſort of phyſical, 
or (what ſhall'T call it) mechanical power- exerted in 
regeneration, becauſe the apoſtle compares and con- 
traſts the power towards them that believe, with the 
power that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead: Tis no 
great difficuky to reply, that power or efficacy muſt 
always be of ſuch a nature as is ſuited ta the object up- 
on Which it is exerted. Now, tho' the power which 
raiſed Chriſt's body from the grave, may be called a 
phyſical or mechanical power, it does not follow. fiom 
hence, that the power which works towards them that 
*heheve muſt be of the ſame kind. Nay, the context 
tells us that it is not; for if you look into verſe 17. 
you will there find: the very nature of this energy ex- 
preſt; — That the father of glory may give you the 
. of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
oo bo 0 eo Sn Tl binge | TORS ON EOF 2 
However, theſe two kinds of efficacy may very well 
be contraſted in the preſent. compariſon made by the 
apoltle: For in both caſes,” nothing ſmortof an Almighty * 
energy in enerted bg the divine Jprrit—Yea, it b very 
remarkable, that when the e draws this cn pa- 
riſon, he does it expreſsly in ſuch a. manner a to fix 
our thoughts upon te exceeding greatneſs of che power; 


x 


One 6 in"the Heart, 


| ele that it is in hier he would 
e: - eonceive the compariſon to holdjuit and true. 
5 ehrt introduce four or ſive texts, or rather phra- 
Oe 608 of cripture; in ſupport of this Previous aride in- 
| r po aud: then fay.—— 

x 1 underſtand and intend by ait die, 80 
3 (Principle of grace. in the Jeul you — ak 
54 mean no more, ne Objective grace of God 

5 reer in the. wo Sbt home to the mind 
* 3 5 onſciente by the h 0 rite: with the preſent 
mw 8 reupot Fahy Ft . go 
= er any more, or any erent be in- 
ended by theſe phraſes, will eaſily be ſeen by the fol- 
lowing brief remarkes upon eech. —1 Per. l. 23. 24. 
4 we read ofen incorrußtible red that liveth and abi- 
erb ar every whereby-ave. are begormn. But can any one 
onceive," that the ſeed here meant, is any thing di- 
fin 8 from the word of grace in the heart. No, no, 
| Sbtedt is here exprefsly.. ſald, that this ſeed is the aword 
_ of God. ao lod leſt this ſhould be miſtaken for the per- 
ſonal word of God, (which one would- think could ne- 
ver be thought- of, chat Chriſt. erſonally conſidered 
ſhould be the ſeed in ut) ſay, le this ſhould poſſiblj 
enter into the mind of any many it is directly K 
Aid his is the auord (in the greek) theſe Hing which i is, 
RE | news to n. . 
-& Fob H. 20, Where 3s *mentioned, chat Fier 
a Fer unction, or anointing aud they Anon all things; 
that this does not mean any thing diſtinct from the 
truth ahiding in us, by the operation of the ſpirit, will 
be extremely evident to one who reads attentively the 
following verſes, 21, 24 26, where the: © a Wu 
4 plains this to be: his meaning 
John-4- 14. There we read of a well of avater i 1 K 
But can any one imagine thatithis well of water intends 
any thing previous to the knowledge of Chriſt 3. when 
he reflects that Chriſt ſaid before in verſe 10. F thou 
 Aneweft: the gi of God, ibo ol baue ane him, and 
8 e avould haue given thee living water. | 

In Eph. ii. 10. it is ſaid, that we are bis workman- 
"om. created in Chriſt Feſus. This is brought in by 
"hb apoſtle to prove that we ate ſaved by grace hu 


eh . 


3 


ings; 3 


4 


ual only by faith, n 
; e. iro creation includes and ſup ppoſes believ- 


On the-principle of &r ace in the heart. 1 5 
3 and ſince we are in Ohri 


g is more evident than 


ing in it. And let it not be thought ft. „that the 


work of the ſpirit by the goſpel upon che Heart; through 


faith, ſhould: be called e For ho it ct 

powers / in our ſouls; yet A creates ; new-hopes,. 
bse deſires Ar. as every on knen and 
felt the ower of the truth an his —— can 


eaſili perceive. And Auland, la fr as the goſpel aakes 
effect by the ſpirit, is appears that, if any” Man be it 


Chrift. Cobbs is hy faith) Be it 4 ,,? cheature ali 
#hings ave ane pa aivays and all things become 

he laſt text is what you mention apd'commend ap- 
on, in thefollowin ing:remarkable words. & In a word, 
« the apoſtle Roter deſciibes' the: diſference lu, us 
in this. point, 1 Fut, ii. z. -where he; exhorts be- 


Ae lievers as neui born babes, to deſire the ſincere milk 
te of the word, that they may grou thereby. Yau call 


& the auord of truth, ta with, Its: r er e A 
Ls rienc, the [principle -Þ ane While I. with the 
4 apoſtle, chooſsito? Food of the newborn or 


i chefs oc eee is: 


fa perfect man in Chriſt Je od ſeem there 


2 8 uine indeed, chat you have yy" po 
on Jour ide: oye nothing i is more: ee than that 


ur method of is 
pable mistake, and: à moſt! Tutprifi ng "a 
Abe context) imdiat precgec 
the divine word gf the gufpel id the! ed of) the: new 
- birth, as wall as the fpoft of che -neds born 100. 


And the apoftle?s reaſoning runs in a quite oppoſite 
you infer, chat becauſe 
it is the 004, therefore it cannot be feed, the apoſtle 
argues thus; becauſe the word of grade in any hoe: 


channel to yours... For guhile, 


is the feed by which yan are .f Wee begotten; Ras 
fore. von ought to deſire that ſame ord he he 


' riſomient SEydur-nev born fouls: 41 213 Too _e 


 Andafthis text uh you are fo poſicivh: 3 the 


point in 570 favour; determines on the contrary fide 


Sly; this affords a frog > marry „that 
74 they, (acts A ba 


3 upon 


ſo expre 
e, will, 


and Chriſt in us 


vs up=to.the ſtature 


Arif ory Ut 


r 
—_— — —C 
— 


26 On the principle of grace in the heart. 
upon fair examination, appear to ſpealæ and en 
on that ſide of the queſtion which you diſcard. | 


et trüth balieve 
, ſcience, is all ſufficient for conſolation and: ſancti- 


54 5 ed Ubriſt, te ſave | them... that : believe: ; 


| anal 


I might now ſet about to mention and comment upon 


2 great number of texts which ſpeak: ex; preſsly in favour 
of this point, that the divine word in Ty is the 


principle of grace: but you have almoſt ard me this 


trouble; ſimce it appears: ſo —_— evident,; that the 


greateſt part of the rn, or you bring, prove directiy 
1 contrary to what you bring them fe „ 


Rut I muſt here add, that t-grieves me to the heart, 


to find-a friend, a chriſtian ſo much at a loſs about the 
very root of al chriſtian experience; as not to be able 


to ſee with hat propriety\ the ingrafted word can be 
called-aniabiding; prexciple:: for your proceed: to repre- 
ſent ita effects as-bnly; occaſional and tranſient.— But, 
however tranſient ſdime particular effects of the: word in 
chriſtian experience maybe, yet it is evident, that the 
, word: itſelf abider in every. eee fe 
( tualhy in therie that believe: cx Phe, Khor ada ton 
— +7Ypniar pleaſed, ia little further on in rleiter, $0 
ſtile the fallowing a; new doctrine, . E 
— pf received into the heart and con- 


indeed! that this ſhauld be 


ce fication. Strange 
hereas;ifithere, be any truth in 


a novel ſentiment: 


1 the bible more ſtrongly inſiſted upon, more directly aſ- 
. . Terted.and proved, or more frequently; inculcated than 
others; this is one of cds) # Js] not the whole'1gth 


:Pfalm and almoſt the whole 1 10th written on purpoſe 
to prave, that the divine + They: e is all- 
ſufficient for theſe- spiritual r not the a- 
-poties conſpire in ſaying, that the goſpel is the power 


of God to the ſalwation of .every: art that lieliemeth; „ that 


| pleaſed God, 'by the: eee e of preaching à cru- 


reit ure able to male ns wife; unto Ten Rho! 


"the: ingraſted word it able to fave our fouls: Ac. 80 


chat however this ſentiment may be traduced, or What | 
; þ ever he ſaid to be the lives of thoſe that profes it, tis no 


new doctrine, nor matter of doubtful ſpeculation, i op 
neceſſary and important truth: Neither can. I 
- account: for its being WES * but wha Po: 
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In a Word, all the paff: 


ine urn the "WY * 
Joe thoſe | who eſteem it ſuch, have ſome w 8 or other 4 
very ęrroneous Or defective view. of the goſpel itſelf. 
While all along it is and muſt be freely y granted and al 
low'd: as à very important Point "of 3 'Ok riſtian "doftrine 
likewiſe; that theagency of the divine ſpirit is ae 8 


heceſſary to give a:foul g richt underſtanding and 


leif of che golpel- for 1 its eg dlation and End ifeattoß. 


es of ſer pture Which ſpeak of. 
theduitableneſs,” kifficie cy and e of the' Word 

of grace, for quickning conſolation, purification &&: 4 
And all thoſe texts Which  reprefent Faith as 'what our di- 
vines chuſe to call the Biorb. cg or che ſprin 26f all ; 
the reſt; all theſe I ay conſpire e one e to confirm | 
and eſtabli ſſ this Sen ees and ſo to prove "that the ; 


word of grace in the heart and e dene is moſt” pro- 


the rinc of 
per ul Kare fee to * kt fit to redes a refer. 
Ker pom. — — gre om 5 pa atfoHhs of | 
this new] oe dg 97 e W chat 
this conſide 


tation bas Ta) Fc en it "in 9 


oy 3 .attho/you foe e <onſiderabl © 
it; ood 10 anſwer io your charge, Tü dan 


Kah s much. I a well affured- dag Bote! ine pendent 
Ohurches in Seotlayd refer; d to, would eenſure ho ven a 


EXCOMMUNICAte rn who Thould"appear-to "take a an 
habitual det e ple; e 
and who HO dare do Hue withs er in 1 ant 

I Vea tis. both juſt and nge fa 15 5 1 40 chat thele 


Churches do actually pay a more than 5 attention 
and regard to the "Jaws of Ohriſt; and the precepts of 
Chriſtianity, in * oppoſition to all worldly-mindednefs 
and all immorality; maintaining the cloſeſt brotherly 


love and mutual warchfihieG for the trath's fake. . 


Von have in 1 letzer, more Man once, intimated | 
chat / ſorne ecken truth Was nowUrhive or conceaPa, . 
But this is far fromgbeine #heeaſe;< forthe cardinal truth - 


2 the ſeſus BE ae the only and immediate 
the goſpel, @ held forth with reatericlear- ay 


* and 2 | other: goſpel truth that as ewer been 


profeſt amqngh us, is preathed and explained in clear 
2 <confMfency here w]. nn 
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18 On the priveiplef grace in n-the: heart: 


reply, than to give you ſome friendly faithfull hints 
upon thoſe parts of your letter, Mherein you appear 5 
make a very good, clear, ſtrong profeſſion of your re- 
us upon jeſus Chriſt; alone, in the following manner; 
| When I have the moſt undoubted ſatis faction and 
i, « fulleſt aſſurance of thisprinci le of grace 7 my own ſoul; 
« by its experimental and i indubiteh le effects; or when 
4% J looſe all ſight of itz the ground of my hop e and 
Wt confidence-is {till the ſame before an . I 
« and.juſt' God, and i is founded only. on . 3 
8 .and everlaſting ri ghreonſpeſ, which: the bleſſed 
. has. wrought Nut or he juſtification.of ungod] 
.* ners ar /uch, and which is reveal«din the A1 in 
«fo free, gracious and indefinite a manner, as to en- 
2% Cour . and Warrant every uilty ſinner, as well as 
m ſe] to believe, truſt. 2 confide for everlaſting 
— And however various or multiſorm the 
BP caſes: ging! circumſtances . of guilty ſinners may be in 
5 +: their, o apprehenſibn or before _ this glorioys 
1 Sat is free, anc ee wo 750 0 bears ru 
| ne even, at 75 or Sit nf 
1 "Aga When 18 Das 15 ; utterly out: of 6G gut, 
% can nigh to God with an humble and Idueial 
confidence; eyeing the everlaſt ihg righteouſneſs and 
«. compleat | atonement of the Lord 5010 us Chriſt, as the 
| « ele ground of my hope. And when J have the full- 
4 eſt Mew of this principle, as in me, by the experi- 
8 - mental and bleſſed effects ĩt produces, it adds no- 
i thing to the ground of my hope; but is only euiden - 
4 tial I my perſopal intereſt in and vital union 6 


* | the Lond Jeſas Chriſt, as the Lord * rightevuſne, 
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975 hope and ſtrengt n. 
This is for the moſt part a very 9800 evangelical | 
profeſſions, and it, is this that Siet me a pleaſing hope 
concerning you, notwithſtanding what has paſt * a 
us. But I muſt annex the followingealy and faithful 
remarks upon it. 
e you can draw nigh, toi Godwithia humble: and 
 fiducial confidence, - eycing the everlaſting righteouſ- 
_ nefs,and compleat atonement of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
as' the Jole ground of your; hope $ ehen wwhen this prin- 
ip Aon — pr el then: what - occaſion 


for 


1 4s n. ue... > Ec: 
* Ee t 4 
by 8 J Ls - RG 2% 7 Then, 


/ 


: On the ts of grace in ibe beart. 1 9 
for laying 10 f A ſtreſs apon the doctrine and conſci- 


oufſneſs of a diſtinct p previous prin ciple: Since a'view of 


the compleat work of * Chriſt is'own'd' ſufficient to ſup- 


port this humble confidence, When 2 7121 other N 


%. 


agement is out of ſigt. 


This is ſuch a clear conceſſion and acknowledgment; 


that one of your own friends upon. reading it preſently 


diſcerned, that this was giving up the importance of all 


you had been contending for. 1 5 
21 If the view of the divine righeecuſiiess' . 


in the goſpelas ſufficient and made effectual by the ſpi- | 


rit, to ſupport the hope, and ſo to inflame the love; 


and ſo to produce experimental tand indubitable effects; 


what occaſion for any thing ele, in ex Xperience and 


ope, love and o edience Kc. flowing from ſueh 
a view of Chriſt and his grace. And here 1 int tp, 
leave to add, whether you will grant it. or no, that 1 
am fully perſuaded ed that neither vou nor I, a 
ther profeſſor. of chriſtianity; 5 any tiue hope, com- 
fort, holineſs or evidences: of intereſt; but what flow 
from and are maintained by: this view of the work: off. - 
Jan en: Howẽ-we ver, 

3. 1 believe you yourſelf wil N allow, Kar a 
perſon may begin and proceed in his path to heaven 


2 21 aun aki holily; 'by-the knowledge of 
| e him crucified, as a free and perfect 


ae b B fo muchas ing about any other 


"Low le: of, > As previous: to o / diſtin from the 

owledge of FJeſus. Chri&; finding his comfort, ſtrength 

8 KHowing into his ſoul thro? hae knowledge ; and if 

_ fo, hat you are pleading ſo earneffly.for, cannot poſ- 

be be eſteemed a point of any great importante. 
4. Tapprehend, that throughout your profeſſion, you 


keep i in: your; mind too great à diſtinction or difference, 
between the revealed ri ghteooſdeſs believed, and che 
principle of grace in FS heart. Whereas the truth is 


this, ſo far as goſpel Experience or Practice is concern d 


in the matter; that the atonement and righteouſeneſs 


of Chriſt revealed in the word and believed by the 


ſoul, i is the proper principle of grace: By Which 1 
"Oy that the n Shri as 4 free perfect 


** 


ie; to prove n dit Intereſt ia Chrilt bete ce 


en 


70 nn ohne | 
+ ego is the baſis and ſaurce of all goſpel 5 
BVBaon, and is chꝭ motive and ſpring of all» gaſpel obe- 
5 ng If this be not perceived to be. true, both doc - 
_ binally, and experimentally, e ſhall he unavoidably 
tempted to lay the ſtreſs of our and coinfort uy= 
8 Mt en eee tom (brit known 
Ne ON wt 75 : 
5». I it be made a matter of; ann impantance, t.can- 
7 of or think about a * af grace as previous 
o and digfin& f the kn anſledge of Shriſt, this 
tendls to cloud; 3 the fea goſpql: For if 
= affacteck with ſenſe of gyilt, or unde 
ne Wrath, malt he :t taught to canceive th neceſlity 
Le TIES 5 vill naturally lead him to 
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On ibe principle 7 grace in the heart. 27 


kes one would be led to think that herein conſiſts a 
great part of your delight and pleaſure that 2 * 
à holy principle wrought in you, diſtinct 
knowledge and love of the bleſſed Jeſus.” -— 
Nr, it is to be fear d, that many profeſſors: 35 * 
5 great a ſtreis upon the thought of this.inward-diftin& 
principle, that they can ſee but very little comfort for 
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them, or held out to them in Chriſt and the goſpel, 


without ſome previous conſciouſneſs hereof. They 
therefore entertain a very lo notion of the: free hope 


of the goſpel, while they have a very igh opinion of 


the neceſſity of evidences: reflected upon -f their im- 
mediate ſupport and comfort. Whereas he truth is, 
that the oy. a eee is ſupported and animated by 
the free open hope of the goſpel, che more experience 
he will ama = thoſe things that are d iffinguiſfiing and 
evidential. The . of the free goſpel hope muſt 
be continued ;-otherwie'' werd 

ger of placing our evidences and experiences pre- 


8 Gel in the room that a revealed ſayiour:,ought to o- 


in our hearts, according to the goſpel -; 


and ſelFconfident, and take as müch delight in thẽ con- 
. templatioh of a.diſtinQprine Loo pers e in his heart, 


zal-5be- in othe utmoſt | 


. | 
It is very certain that a profeſſor may: be as proud 


Upon this thought he 


y admire himſelf, and I was goin ive. As ſay, almoſt 


her himſelf becauſe thereof. — An us under a no- 
ton and profeflion of the e e he-1 
and att contrary to the p 8 of the 
rit's work e ww? for he ſp nt o 
ſhows us, the things of Chriſt.” Sorthen,! while this in- 
ward principle is conſidered as ſomewhat diſt int from 


himſelf, — 1 


"Chaiſe: known and believed, a perſon is thereby natu- 


rally led to delight in this principle, to love it, to de- 


pend, upon ity Ec. and indeed to exerciſe all: thoſe 
motions of heart aud es towards this principle 


within him, which-the true. ſpirit teaches to exerciſe 
upon Chriſt revealed in the word. Further, 

It muſt be acknowledged, if we have any notion 
genuine 3 in experience or practice; t 
even if there were 


a 


uch a principle as you contend for, 
8 muſt WARES in ag! one of its N 325 yo 
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Ir ihe 4 4 758 will yen! to add, | 
s be of the right. Kamp, 
Atſoern: ts eff o pErationg 2s 
att from the infinence of the:knowilgdge of 


VET — __ in us caflundiofrom the: Toner 
t after "can. ay in vindication q 4 e 
in its ancient fimpli Eam perſuaded, e the . 


vailing bias tawards -a:dependance up 1 
= = vill: lead: the. {elf eonfide [og Barra : 


dhe ward of ,confeqyencey; tor. they: will Bill think 


that che precious. | truths. of the gaſpel, con- 
k,. -ENMEnGEs.. of ter R- 


lf dependanceinolbput them; 1 if t 
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HE Rather, of theſe ie Lo . 89 250 - % 
few detach'd ſentiments, from Mr. S. -n, 
which he looks upon as a very defective account of the 
nature of faith, and. Which would appear ſuch at fix 
ſight to one who had never attended to this controverſy; 
proceeds to ſay pi 25 That this conſidered barely as Mr. 
S does not ſe much affect him, as Mr: F. 
— that theſe ſentiments are duch as he 1 | 
ves of, Ke. From this remazk; it appears that a 

dae be of theſe reſlections are levelled againſt me, = 
e Now tis obvious to every one 
WhO has read the correſpondence; I have taken pains | 
in the Vth Letter to defcribe-in. the eleareſt manner I = | 
could, in what light I underſtood, and in what fenſe I 1 
"approved of Mr, S s principles, „ 00s 

Nothing then could be more rationally or. Jace ex 


be, * * — opened y 


* 
8 L V 
8 1 * % 
+» 
7 
” 5 
* 3 K 
* 0 1 ; 
0 * 4 A p : 2 o 8 
* . . - | s i : F 2 pew - * 3 - 4 1 
. 2 * a 2 ö away NT tte. _— N 
4 4 *. * * — | — N — ͤ— — eee e 2 * 4 8 8. . os — 8 4 
4 Es 8 


5 2 8 
2 . 
. ö * 1 _— 1 of 
L Sr” WE Z 
x - 4: 1 


* 2 1 INT 1 * 1 * & . mn — N 
* 3 * * CAS; © 5.2 ag pert 2 * £ 
1 . r e * 3 I of 
85 is. Ray. g 0 


5 5 - 
* 4. We 1 
8 3 „0 
n 3 
4 8 18 © 2 * — 32 
7 is V4 Ar PL Fo. 
0. 4 + e 2 


275 hai er ue ions, . 


„ 


| Aken into "his: is confidetatio n that . Hat ih 
deavour d to diſprove the ſentiments as Bere rxbibired 
But tis moſt remarkable, that throughout theſe reflec- 
tions not a ſingle ſentence, is quoted out of that expli- 
cation of my own meaning nig. | will not ſay what con- 

ſtruction ought ee upon this extraordinary piece of 


conduct ,but on 1 09 ſhall ſay, that 1 
look upqn it in theſe to Ne ee pie of inad- 
vertency, Epecaak dave, And that very juſtly, an high 


eſteem for him, i a great affection for him, and am 
fully perſuaded that he has. a very affectionate regard 


for me. But ſurely, L may with a very good grace e- 
\ſteem this one remark a ſuckcient reply to all the rc. 
ections, ſo far as drach OY BY relation to me or my. 


| e oh, bez wy We 2 6 ke wi w 5 WY 


my 004: only boy of my ou entiments in that Vth 
Letter, and I preſume, that he will find the greateſt 
part o of the objections contain's in the reflections v. 


much weakened, if not intirely invalidated. For there 


be will ſee, the whole, Ao concerning juſtifying 
faith*ekearly-tated, and ih what preciſe ſenle it may be 
call'd 2 bare "Belief of the Bare report of the 5 it: An 


that it is in reality a very different thing from what the 


| author of theſe refleQions would ſeem to impute to me 
hoy my ſentiment off it in this oblique Manne. 
According to this method of criticiſing upon any per- 


ſon and his ſentiments; he may converſe and write, 


1 = and print without: end) and all i in Vain; if there 


| no attention paid or ſhown te the e Benin! gives 
, of, and the evi. e 4 produces for his on principles. 
Poarther, it will plainly = pa in the-eburſe'o — 
| reply, that our auth 93 has ſtrangely miſtsok _ F= 
and has accordingly-ſet- about! — 5 or, 
what neither he or Jever ud, and that in ſe dert 
inſtances. Vea, it is difficult: dr me to believe; that 
our author” could apprehend (however he may have 


miſtaken Mr. 8. ) that ever denied ſome of * 


Paüarticulars which he ſaboriouſſy, tho needleſty, at 
to prove. And yet rere, Yr the firſt fight of theſe 
_ "reflections, any reader would be induced to kink that 
„ * 3 En maintain thoſe. ONO] which 
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are 


on, that both Mr. 8 


which are here purpoſely vindicated. ee 

For his method of ee is a continued inſ Xo | 

and I were oppoſers ft 

that he vindicates; unleſs there had been inſerted ſ 
caveat to the contrary. It is therefore neceſſary 

the clearing my own character, that 1 mould make | 


ſome reply. But this is far from being the chief point 


I have in view. For if it were, I ſhould totally | ha 5 


declined any appeal to the public. My. principal d 


ſign is to ſtate and defend what I e eſteem importan 
goſpel- truth: And therefore, overlooking, this 3 
rent: piece of diſin uind Ys: Þ thall take dk N 
under diftin& conſideration, for the truth's ſake. 12 
There are ſeveral hints ſcattered up and down: in in 
this pamphlet, tending to raiſe the wee of 2 
CER r. S oppoſes, and to decry 
ples and ſpirit of Mr. S——e; which r Folk Lahe 
touch upon. p. 1; Our author lays, he believes 
to be a ſet of men, who deſerve to be as well, ſy ok 
of as any men fince the apoſtle's time: I think ihe 


compliment here paid them rather tos. high. How: 


ever tis allowed, p. 30. that they are guilty, of. 

proprieties and inconfRencies.. And every, ong ne who den 
ſtects upon the nature of the ſubjeR in 8 theyiap-. 
pears. will. find that it relates to a point 


importance, - wherein, incouliftencies may l Ver 
dangerous: And therefore 1 muſt be ackn ny 


very needful thing that thoſe impr oprietie =} en | 
Hifeencies, ſuould be pointed | out. This. 15 as 


Aly dong 
age; though 


with a. ſincere deſign ng to great ad 


with peculiar ſeverity. of f language, 18 jt . ffs on ; 


Theron and Ajþ ee: a 1 : 
- As to a wogp ſaid of the pious. wreltfers) p. 10 N ? 

mich Mr..S——xis faid to lampoon; 8 9 0 het 

they are the fartheſt from a roneneſs to Gd; 

good conceit of themſelves. of any men in the w 

Theartily wiſh this character was true of thew 3 900 je: 


inſtances, as I hope it is in on he l Were $ it 16, 2 i 


would have, been no > Gecalion. — 
writing. . | 
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A reply to' the refletions, Wc. 26 
are here purpoſely oppoſed, and denied Hack ieee 


of, the gusateſt 


4 


2456 PIN to the debe, De. 


„Bot every one who knows his own. heart, cannot 


but be ſenſible that there is ſuch a Proneneſs in him; 
aud to a perſon leriouſſy conſcious of this, one would 
A-fincere attempt to detedt and demoliſh it, 
Ks: been in 45 meaſure truly acceptable, 
tho hot et ed in the ſofteſt m ner. It muſt be 
_-owneU that R It. has treated t ſubject in an 


egen chart cloſe and fearching way and it is well 


there are great fiumbers who-take his writ- 
f in t, and are thankful for his RG; 
And indeed, bre chriſtian is free from ſpiritual 
Pride, che leſs he will be dilpteaſed with: any ſuch at- 
to ſearch him to che bottom ; although it be not 
dans; in _ ſoft language as many - 6ould with. - 

But Efindthar-many are BS bly diſpleaſed with him, 

| wen frongly refent the i 
e ery account, the author is here charged with 
of a eh. A keenneſs of reſentment indeed! 


. but it ſeems he has charged many with op- 
„ We 85 doctrines of grace, who are in reality the 
heſt from it, as is zack 5 11. How far many 


2 LL * ef h not by Peak or with defign, cloud 
ert the Kerrine 0 


: Suſtiicarion, 1'thall not 
Tie Kr adoht to determine. 

deere bil nel, ef ith as count themichves injared, 
$888 themſelves by a fair reply to his objeciſons and 
Tonſtrciene, r N r to raiſe every v here a ee e 
eee Ec} 1 . 

1 . timated p. a that W charged them wich 
| ng te — ny Truly, und avirh defign to 
1 ; own'reputation. would reply; that thoſe 
30 — aſoorhy che correſpondence, know how averſe I 
| 2 to India ſuch ſentiments conc them my- 

he really intends to ſtigmatize them as 
5 er knowingly oppoſi ng or perverting What 
: anon T muſt'difapprove of and diſclaim 


'# thought. - Neither do I in any reſpect make 


im ind Ran dard or think myſelf obliged to ju ſtify 
Him in every ſentiment and him in For I am ſen- 
ble that I cannot agree with many oo 
or” SPICE: 
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gnity: offered them: yea, 


Whole, is to ho 


practice, AGCQIc ing 2 


of thoſe churches. These 


haxe ſubſiſted many years; e 
ee ala to the 93 of bY 


| repro 
TOOK 


) | — 


Aveply to the refletions, ©. - a 


Mr. Su is charged in een age of 

- theſe ade nr, with a ma | n ſpirit. 

| 2 K chro a yo wo ou N pro- 
ated, in order to 1 $. 520 ng into 

fs books,. and adopt ts 1 5 I ye 


think it fit and, needfu 
and modeſtly, what I think and] 
and his writings. 

Though therg are ſome pe 
language, yet his. letters oz; Theron contain A a c and 


of goſpel truth, and many * truly ent 


| gn. throughout | the 
8 evidence of 
the ſalutary truth, clear of thoſe mixtures and miſts,. 
with which it. has. been. often 2 and clouded. 
— this deſign he has ſucceeded ond expecta; ion, as 

V can teſtify from their own hang oor, ths 
And. there are ſeveral, miniſters, and others, 


and inſtructive. 11 deal a. 


at Ir dds cha | that ever the books came. to 
eir han 8. STIR 
att leſt any e | 
10 5 Gy C0 him an 8 1 9 8 
wers ſome u e NP With a 
— deſign to be a 5 5 7 
world n the c 


a, and cult Fa TI ALA 
word, and cultivati m | rot love; | 
and that this Mr. 5 15 At 11 


formed with, | 
e Them = OE & 
0 


his numerous friends, are therefor 
Mahan — ac the nature gag vehemence of 4 

that are ing 55 e antient . . 
* its t D * W 


moſt. contempt. upon. acc 


ity, 
4 * 


"avid; 1 YU 


4 h to the reflection &e. 


y than we can as yet, the nature, violence and in- 
Juſt e of dhe 0 oppoſition made thereto; which is doubt- 
les one.occafion of his writing with ſo much keen- 
neſs. What the friends of the truth may be obliged to 


in theſe parts, we cannot poſitively bays But 
re appea pears 3 ſuch a ſpirit of unjuſt and un- 


Tebreited calumny, e with ſuch reſentment and 
indignation in gur oppoſers; that theſe things make us 


begin to think, there is more juſtice in his cenſures and 
more out for his ſeverities, than we could at firſt 


five ſome confirmation to this 1 view of -chings, 


76 838 juſt ſuggeſt a remark upon what is ſaid p. 3. 


of theſe reflet _ and. fo diſmiſs this diſagreeable 

part of my fdbje&t ; where we find theſe words. And 

£ indeed; I 1 it remarkable, that a man of ſuch 

«« talents for | expreſſion (meaning Mr. S. -n) 
4% ſhould ' have entertained _ the . with a 

10 A the e ſcope-of which is ſo Tp: 
ars 


| iſunderſt intelligent perſons, as ba: 
* 1. g . oy Gabe | F* can * $ at any 
6. Ft defien- therein, but to confounc che honeſt 


e minds of his readers, and thireby to make way for 
Well his favourite ſcheme | © oe: n 
FY equal in 


4 1754 Aae haritabie conjeRture! . | id 


meaning to tlie very heavieſt ck he has ever 
-brou gan an he bppoſes. Whereas it has been 
| war Known for ſome * time paſt, that many perfons of 


"But common capacities can Early Ret; _ _ 
with”. leaſure and profit, the principal 8 

"books: From whence 1 it 2 ars, that this ſevere 2 

| — eculiar pride of wiſdom 
that oug ht to be ex- 


PRESS, 


F a 26:'a 24 U 1 4926. 
"TITS wo (ddrel © ny Arey its "the conſideration of 
he heit ; 8195770 eſe reflection: 


: the 3 * wy wilt eln ap- 
ear, that chere is 4 fingle point, which may 


| be v gd e e A Binge of 3 contro- 


oughts it ate ſcattered ap and down 


f enen the reges but it is parcicularly dwelt 


% upon 
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do more diſtinctly b 


PRO to-the. refledtions, Ge. le 


upon Sage. 1118. I ſhall not attempt in this 20 

to tranſcribe every ſentence, or aim io, 15 a dire 1 Y ; 

ply to every 9 0 r I propoſe to 
by. At preſent. 4 may be 

ſufficient to e that the whole controverſy. will . 

. be comprized i in an anſwer to this ſingle queſtion... : 

Since the goſpel-does. not proclaim an univerſal ra- 
demption or ſalvation, how _ the report it brings to 
our cars, when helieved, ace to the conſcience 
of any individual, before 1 diſcern ſome ſaving 

change in himſelf, .or ſome diſtinQion. for the better | 


between himſelf and anather? 


w wh W may. be tempted to overlgo 


this ueny purpoſe, id appear as the only, the imme 
_ the (ure Joundation of a loft finner's hope as ſuch... Withs- - 


i 


does immediately filence the obje 


7 Ae e 
: F fo 
deny foundation of hope... Aud whe 


92 
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1 * 
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If this one queſtion be fairly { ved, there: will be 
. a clear way for anſwering all the objeQions pro- 
d in the Nele e - 1 would. therefore i in the firſt 

Place ſubjoin an e Fo 8 TONE: in 8 . 


en. Fs 
© 52%. tx pf 9 ; Da 72 1 1 
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HERE i isa.certain rg epd WK an, hs 
the bible from the enge the end, and 
or not togliſcern ; 

er imp 2 and beaut: „ amidſt a firm. 

belle — the diſtinguiſting doctrines of Calviniſm, 
as they are uſually. ſtated; and I think of no better 

form of expreſſing it at preſent, than this, Jeſus Chriſt 

in all his grace aud fulnaſs, is declared in the go el - 

ate and 


out multiplying words at preſent to expatiate upon, to 
explain and prave this principle, I 7 rather illuſ- 
rate it by ſetting forth 92 of the proper effects there 
upon the i "This truth, I fay, When 
"yy underftogd and believed 1 75 Aivine evidence, 
ons and remove * - 
cbr of. the convinced ſinner. Nay, the ve--. 
of this truth, evidently: contains in- it a con- 
lefg and hopeleſs condition in 
1. not appear as his . 
n-the. ſoul beholds 


* in: Kundan; he ley; oa 


. for otherwiſe, 
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30 'Aveply to the'refleions, &e, 
Vat have fome peace of conſcience, and fome'incouri- 
eue ſenſe of the divine free ſaviour ;. ſuch às draws off 
the 1 lin proportion to the efficacy of the truth 
upon the mind) from ſelf, ſenſe -and fin, and produces 


» 8 > . 1 1 


2 love to God in Chriſt, and ſo becomes a principle 
of all goſpel-obedience. So neceſſary is this truth, that 
unleſs it be properly underſtood and cordially believed, 
all the other doctrines of the word can have very littte 
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Elheacy upon the mind ; yea, no evangelical effe& at all. 

; But if chis truth be received, or introduced into the 
 confcience; all the other doctrines of the word will be 
found not only conſiſtent with it, but connected with 
it, illustrated by itend ſubſervient to it. This central 
doctrine is what is more emphatically called he Truth 
or the Copel; and ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the other 
truths of the word in ſeveral paſfages of ſacred writ. 

5 For inſtance, is the doctrine of particular election a goſ- 
pel truth? We are ſaid to be cheſen: to ſalvation thro! 
lanctification of the ſpirit and helief of ze truth. Is the 

„ doctrine of Regeneration a divine truth? We are ſaid to 

5 be begotten, thro? the Geſpel, or with the word of truth. 
As to Adaption, tis ſaid, we are all the children of 
' God, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. As to ſanctifcation, tis 
| _ id w' are ſanctified thro the truth: anf as to perſewerance, 
tis plain, we are kept by the power of God, thro faith 
unto ſalvation: 410 as to ſpiritual cohſolation, tis e- 

\ | . vident, we are filled with all joy and peace in believing. 
| This central truth is the principal and proper matter of 
faith, and Chriſt or God in Chriſt appearing in it, is 


y 


' , | the praperand only object of faith. In beholding and 
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believing the abſo ee intire perfection and 
tze immediate unconditional freeneſs of God's grace in 
| - Chriſt, we have our ſelf-righteous confidence 8 

and ſuppreſs'd, and have the diſcouragements of our 
 - fouls in meaſure removed. In this truth we have Chriſt 

and all his falvation brought near, . im- 
megdiately near to our ſouls and to our cafe; ſo that 


nothing appears to ſtand between him and us, however 
unworthy; guilty, polluted and miſerable we have been; 


7 


eee 


and therefore as ſoon as ever it is right 
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A reply to the refleftions, Sc. 3¹ 
with God, thro' our Lord Feſus Chriſt and rejoice in 
hope bf the Viory / HTS STE 
is evident, I am not here pleading for what is com- 

"monly call'd a bare hiforical faith; wherein a perſon 
looks upon himſelf as a fort of a by-ſtander, with re- 
ſpect to the matter of his faith: For whoſoeyer does 
not ſee that the goſpel-report points directly at him and 
at his'own caſe, cannot be ſaid to apprehend the truth 
in its proper light. It is indeed certain, that almoſt 

every other dottrine may be perceived in a kind of ſpe- 

Kulative or hiſtorical manner: a perſon may believe 
and contemplate the doctrines of particular election and 
redemption as a by- ſtander, becauſe” he does not ſee 

his own immediate perſonal concern in it. The ſame 
may be ſaid of the doctrines of efficacious grace, and 

of the ſaints perſeverance. If a perſon does not ſee 
that what the goſpel ſays of Chriſt and ſalvation by him 
is entirely neceſſary for him, exactly ſuited to his caſe, 
and free for his uſe, he is ſtill kept at ſome diſtances; 

' apprehending the doctrines of grace, to be little more 

than a general declaration of what God intends to do 
or has done upon or for /ome ſinners, without ſeeing 


any perſonal concern of his own in the matte 


; ty : . N 


Il am very ſenſible that the true peculiar doctrines of 
Calviniſm, are often conceived in ſuch a light as to be- 
come a fort of objection againſt the open freeneſs of the 

hope held forth in the goſpel: For we are very ready 
to ſay in our mind, that ſince God does not tell us who 
in particular were elected and redeemed, or who'ſhalt 
be wrought upon effectually, &c. therefore a perſon 
muſt be ſenſible of ſome viſible or real change paſt upon 
him for the better, before he may-or can venture to re- 
ceive any degree of ſatisfying hope in Chriſt Jeſus re- 
vealed in the goſpel. - But if we can recollect that par- 
ticular election and redemption, and that the operati · 
ons of the ſpirit are intended to bring finners to know 
and embrace this hope of the goſpel ; it will then ap- 

Pear that all theſe doctrines are rather a confirmation of, 

than an ohjection againſt this bleſſed hope. For the 
conſeientious belief of this goſpel truth, is above and 
contrary to our natures; às it draws' us off from all 

. that which we are naturally. attach d to "and: * 
2 e 1 | % | | K 8 
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Py . 
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17 are always inclined to oppoſe, miſtake, ; deſpiſe or 


e oor this hope; and are very ready to 


the 
goipel, in ſuch a light as leaves — room for ſelf· de- 


fas ence, ſelf-indulgence, or for entertaining ſome de- 
uſive hopes. For theſe reaſons, together With others, 
there is an intire neceſſity for the divine agency of the 
Holy ſpirit; ro panes; itintoour conſciences and main- 


tain. it in our hearts t here further obſerve, that 
this truth makes rs 2. appear fo free, and 
"humbling, that we — — ſcorn it, as it ſets us all up- 


on a leve 'before God: That it appears to us to be ve- 
ry defeive, narrow, weak and fooliſh; becauſe it does 
not give us directly ſuch a full ſatisfadtion conce 


our on . utes. as ſhould leave us in a kind of 


late of independent God in 
Chat, believed on: Oy at it 1s. > 4 09,55 pee 
nature, becauſe it obliges us to live ſo near to and ſo 


n dependent n an inſinitely holy and ſove- 
n God. . x4 ee our natural abs — dif 13, 


ve ſomething in our ſelves to S and rea- 


F 5 and therefore we 


are fond of leaning upon and defixous ſome - 
= A pes while we 1e to 5 al deins 
undation'which God has laid in Zion; be- 


8 5 it is ſomethin diſtinct from the confideration of 


any thing in ourſelves. All theſe: things, with many 
mne, concur to render it neceifary for + e 


2 to be imployed 3 in 4 this truth upon our 


hearts. But when chis ſupernatural. truth is made by 


43  the-pirit.to. take poſteffon of our.Guls, it draws us of: 
from our natural with and deſire, from ſelf· dependence 
- and-delf-indulgence, and leads us to look to an hve up- 


%n God in Chriſt as our n and 
Portion, as our ſrge refuge and fanctuary. Hereupon 


there begin to appear ſome evidences. of our particular 
election and 


tion. The immortal ſeed of the 
xt, a nęw principle introduced, 


- word 3s ſown. 3 in the 


of affeQions. and ations. is givenz Wherc- - 


1 the foul 3s render'd capable. of holding communion 

3 and aims from 45% ha pe and e on- 
farmity te Chriſt. And as, ſych;things.a 

lee, the allo@ions.and cond 
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| this perſon's hope; pleafure' and ſatisfaction ariſes only 


bri ghtened: But as theſe things decline; his evidences 


this is the very caſe with reſpe& to the important doe. 


| any duties; or exerciſe any graces in an evangelical way 
until wWe could arrive at ſome aſſurance of our on per- 8 


A reply to the reflrbtions, (de. 33 
of a ſpecial intereſt in Chriſt are diſcovered. Not that 


or chiefly from theſe evidences of intereſt ; but from the 
glory, perfection and freeneſs of divine grace appear- 
ing in a revealed Chriſt. For tis this which he has all 
along in his eye, for his hope and . pgs while 
he advances forward in bringing forth ſuch fruits of 
faith as ſhow'him to be a diſci Re 25 Chriſt. In propor- 
tion then, as the believer is Ewour'd with this Rtisfac. 
tion from the freeneſs of divine grace revealed and the 
fruits of it appear; in that proportion his evidences are 


of intereſt diſappear. 
I am very ſenſible after all thathas been ſaid; tn 
the turning, pinching point lies in this queſtion': 
Is it poſſible for that truth, which has a uniform aſ- 
pet towards all ſinners as ſuch, and which is as true 
concernin thoſe that periſli as thoſe that are ſaved, to 
give any Pl ſatisfaction, or té afford ſolid hope > 
any individual? An anſwer to this queſtion in the af- 
firmative, may readily be accounted very enthufiaſti- 
cal; and the laying any ſtreſs 98 ſuch a truth for fi- 
595 peace and hope, may be thought both unae- 
countable and dangerous ; as if there could not be ſuF. 
ficient urit, | to bear the: veig ht chat is laid upon it. 
But let not our reaſon at once boldl judge it to be 1nipot- 
ſible! Who knows what the wilden of God can con- 
trive and · declare? And 1 hox e'tq make it appear both 
from fact, from doctrine and from experience, that 


2 2 us. Unleſs chere be a truth in this, the / - 
goſpel cannot be _accouiited glad tidings of great jo =: 
all peaßl. The joy of eren e 
che firſt apprekending arid behevin RENEE goſpel, will 
appear to be withouta-proper found ions © 15 u 

there be ſome ſolld joy and peace to be had-ffom 

pure goſpel believed, wecould never be ableito — 


ſonal intereſt : but how any ſuch aſfuranee can be had, 
. before evangelical duties are perform'd,” or . en- 
Periencies felt is not danedirahe, 281 bn 5 Tinten 


o 
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34 A rephh to the reflectious, ic: 
But after all, it will ſtill be enquired: Is it poſlible < 8 
fora perſon to receive any ſolid. ſatisfaction from a 
doctrine that is as true concerning thoſe that periſh, 
as thoſe-that are ſaved, I anſwer, we need not look 
far for proper ſimilitades to illuſtrate this matter by. 
If two, perſons are under the fame diſeaſe, and both of 
them are told of the ſame free . ; he that upon 
the relation believes the remedy to be effectual and « 
Free, 1s immediately comforted in his mind with hopes 
of a cure, and accordingly 1 "ge 3. while he that ſuf 
pects either the efficacy. or . receives oP | 
_ welief to his pn, A about it, 2 ye | 
der the diſeaſe; h the remedy = as effect 
in its nature, and as ei in — with reſpect to his: 
e as to the others. I might add a variety of 
fimilar compariſons, horrowel both. from nature and 
Acripture, to exemplify or. familiarize this ſubject: 
ſuch as a teſtimony concerning a free gilt to be re- 
ceir d: a free prop to lean. 5 Now in ſuch 


oP obs ably 2 — 5 went ene bow his 


_ own. diſeaſe, want, gp which Case 1 
Br of the, ede af bach a 
ated when a perſon receives his oye 
and peace uch a free e 
| TIS gs. of any „ imam; en 
and another, to-: it · is as free and ſuitable as to 


Nee and. believes, another does not. 
. a concero Ihe free 

- grace ru e Is hope encourage- 

ment, and becomes the foundation of all thoſe actings 

' of the believing. 1 inen called a. of faith, 

” - but may be more properly .called actings of love (for 

faith always. beta y 2 15 ſach 38-fruftings coming». 
and the like; fer 10 EO *y LY 
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Thus God gives his 
joyment of his favour, and a proof, 1 ſeal, or evidence 6f 


8 5 ; ys 


1 wy to 115 ekt; Ge. „85 


Chriſt or truſt in God, or embrace the promiſes, un- 
leſs he has firſt a love in his ſoul to God in Chriſt, ari- 
ſing from a View and belief of his free grace. Neither 


are theſe actings of the mind to be conſidered as any 


arduous or difficult attempt in order to obtain peace and 
hope towards God; for they naturally ariſe and flow from 
the enoouraging and ſoul-pacifying truth believed. They 


are merely motiens or thoughts & the mind, generated 


.and embed by the gracious truth believed. For in ſuch 


oo ritual caſes we muſt caſt aſide all the external acts of 


, \by which they i are repreſented and expreſſed, 


and built upon. While this truth is clear in a perſon's 


mind, he ean and does reſt upon it, or rather upon God 


in Chriſt revealed therein: and ſo it becomes his continual 


ſupport and refreſnment, yea, and his continual motive 
to love and obedience. This is living by the faith of the 


ſon of God. And in proportion as a perſon is quick- 
ened, enlivemd, animated and ſupported hereby; in 
that proportion he is conſcions of His connection with = 


Chriſt, and viraFunion to him: becauſe he now knows 


and feels in bis own heart, that he has his ſtrength and 


comfort directly and: immediately from Chriſt revealed. 
people's ſenſe of his love, an en- 


their ywr-intereſt in him. If 4 
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from ſome other quarter, or ſettling his hopes upon 
ſome falſe 9 This he Iles" the true en- 
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his mind, by ſome means or other.” And am 
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poſed in the matter ofiregeneration and ſanctification, 


ſeperate from the truth believed; theſe can have no ap- 
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ſible, and ſo cannot become a. matter of chriſtian expe- 
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rOgatory. to the alſufficiency of Chriſt's Work. 
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| ſome degree and i in ſome way or another. But the gol-, 
bog in w purity will not permit it. Let it not here be 


ht, that this manner of ſtating things roduces 2 
r of divine wrath; for. he 1s not raid of evil 
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Lever. In 5, 3, our author ſeems to be at a loſs to 
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the woule ai brief, Whether they had before any hope 
on of ſalvation ;_if they had, tis plain, that former hope 
1ere [was founded. upon a lie, or che belief of a deſtructive - 
n of- falſehood, which is certainly contradictory to the be- 
rd's lief of the real trath. 
the Upon the whole then, I muſt conclude, that a right | 
For - Abies belief of the truth, will be: uctive 
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Areph to the reflettions, Sc. 49 
forth in this paragraph) yet he may ſtill confider his 
own act of receiving as previouſly neceſſary to his juſ- 
tiſication and peace of conſcience before God: - Now 
here our juſtification is ſuppoſed to be ſuſpended upon 
the exertion of this act; and. our peace „ 

upon a. conſciouſneſs of having exerted it. And if we 
look a little. cloſer into the nature of this act, we ſhall . 
find it to include almoſt - every qualification we can 
think of: For 1 ſuppoſe. this act of receiving muſt be 
performed humbly, penitentiy, fincerely, thankfully, af- 
fectionately, &c. otherwiſe it will not do its office ef- 
fectually. And thus Humiliiy, Mentance, fincerity, 
thankfulneſs and dove;. Sec. are all Vught in as previ- 
oufly neceſſary to · our juſtification and ſpiritual peace 
with God. If this be not mixing ſonie works of ours 
with Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the matter of our juſtifi- 
ration, I cannot imagine what is. But to prevent all 
this from being eſteemed a contradiction to che freeneſs 
of grace, it is ſuppoſed that a perſon is by the holy ſpi- 
nit aſſiſted in or excited to perform this act in a proper 
manner, in order to or as previouſly neceſſary to juſti- 
- fication and peace. Thus the divine ſpirit, whoſe work 
is to reygal and apply Chriſt as intirely free, is brought 
in as enabling a perſon to perform an act which radical- 
_ ly.contains-evety: qualification in ſome degree, in order 
to his juſtiſcation. And what is the conſequence of all? 
Even this, That a perſon is taught to take his hope f 
dhe divine favour, from his being conſcious of his right- 


ly performing this act with all its attendant erties, 
intlead of receiving it purely from the e en of 
the freeneſs of the gift. - Upon this plan, what can a 
- poor Den think; or how can he have any ſolid hope, 
Who! nds to the contrary of all theſe experiences in 
.. himſelf? Why, he muſt be next to a ſtatè of deſpair; 
38 muſt ſtrive and pray that he may be able toexert - - 
me act in a proper manner, as a ſort of pre · requiſite to 
His juſtiſieation, &c. But if in the midſt of this ſerious 
Herplexity and confuſion, the immediate freeneſs of 
dige grace, * quote 4 che ſpirit appear to his view, 
breaking thro all theſe miſts and ſolving all cheſe dif- 
ficulties ; he 15 then at once relieved in a very different 
way: and being * from his bondage, by a 


. 


"++ 


6 
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ſight and ſenſe: of free, entirely free grace; this ſoul 
now) is — and — all thoſe actings 
of re , embracing, truſting, &c. which the ſcrip- 
. tures nt as flowing from a genuineapprehenſion of 
the mercy of God in Chriſt.— The reaſon of my inſiſting 
upon this ſo diſtinctly, will be very apparent to every one 
cho knows the nature of the preſent controverſy ; and 
hereby I am brought regurlarly toview the very centre 
of the —— For at the bottom of this 14th. page, 
our author directly and profeſſedly enters upon it, and 
- continues it thro' p. 12, 13, 14. The whole that he 
Ays is aim'd to prove, That there is not and cannot be 
ſufficient in the goſpel declaration believed; to afford 
De to the guilty conſcience of a ſinner; 
becauſe it does not proclaim an univerſal ſalvation and 
- redemption. As have already given at large a view 
of this important matter, and as dur Sy has all along 
kept out of ſight the immediate freeneſs of divine grace; 
2 1 ſhall not attempt a formal - ly. 0 every ſentiment 
und eee eee 


language; erting all along ene/s of 


n eee Ayn — 
1 9 my own: ee ee in tis phoaſcology. 


-Af che atonrment 90 divine juſtice-be-only - for a de- 
eee ſuch a declaration of itſelf, 
N. e my conſcience, as it does. not diſfin- 

the redee med from others ; untefs'T eouſd pe rceive 
TE in the goſpel, dhe redemption of Ort pre- 
_ + fented freely for the immediate relief of che guilt), 
1 aſſuring them of a 2 3 —— _— till 
ſomething appears word o to the con- 
ſeience, of the abſolute freeneſs of divine grace for a 
nner as ſuch, Juſt as he ſtands;; a man's ſtate mult to 
. *-himfelf be doubtful, and a ground of folid-comfort, - 
oY e of conſcience, and: fj —— muſt be Wanting. 
Bur when th ſalutary truth is the conſcience 


72 de and exrelleney, it produees ſuch a 
„ Spiritual peace, as diſtinguiſhes a [believer from an 
5 1 and: becomes the me obe e | 

eee e 3 
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If then the mind be elated with jay, without the 
Proper « evidence of this bleſſed goſpel Sinking the con- 
ſauce: ſuch joy muſt beenthufraftic, or ſelf righteous, 

ng founded upan ſomething in ourſelves, inſtead of 

bas founded entirely and directly upon the work and 
redemption 0 Chxiſt. N a damp. muſt. it ſtrike 
one who is contemplating. upon the im E 

a 69 an and value of the .* Chriſt 1 — | 
chaſed, 9 thought as this. come acr ; 
mind. Bat *tis quite certain, whether I am wel- 
come to Chriſt as. 1 am, unleſs I could. diſcern or 
< make ſome difference in myſelf for. the. better, be- 

e tween me and anther.” Vet ſuch a ſlate of mind , 
ag this is frequently inculcated. 

I readily on, that, the belief of particular redemp- 
tion as generally ſtated, very properly affords. ſome de- 
gree of hope; for as /ome ſhall be ſaved, peradventure, 

Lnay be of chat number. But I cannot admit that this. 

declamtion. is e Ea gran. Hg Lopes. 


e 


9 — af — . rr neg 
or per ter a 
il} be ſuppoſed, . dase, in ener to 


e Fer 


NP ͤ rn 


ing i bod. dee. ſtron Kamel ; * 
pe — and acknowledged WI freeneſs o 1 
divine grace; by and by, the whole. is ſo explained a- 
Wax, as fo come forth to mean nothing elſe, than that 
afiftance i it granted by. the ſpirit, and encsuragemenf bela 
2 in the ayord, fon a. faxner to exert ſome add, or feel' 
me promi. — Tr e TY 


. 4 A to the refleBions Gt. 1 
he receives my 2! Thus the whole doctrine of free. 
2 


grace and o 
Ener i is encouraged by the goſpel, and enabled 25 the ſþi- 
rnit to take the proper immediate Treaſon of his hope From. 
- Jemething felt or dong by himſelf. 
Let us now ſuppoſe a ſinner to be perplex'd in his. 
thoughts, by eon 
for a part of mankind;*and that he is attending to ſuc 
ſolemn paſſages as theſe. -He aol believes not ſhall. 
be damned. Mark xvi. 16. Ex hon repent ye ſhal 
all likewiſe periſh. Luke xiii. 3. e dem 
| ERIE e e od. 
Wichout holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Le « Heb: x11; 
14. From hence he naturally gathers, that he can 
have no peace to his. conſcience, unleſs he finds reaſon 
to conclude' that he is a believer, a enitent, a renew- 
" ed man, and one fanQified by the ſpirit, What a ſur- 
prifing relief mult it be to his mind which is thus per- 
plexed for want of, and is ſecking earneſtly. aſter ſome- 


© diate freeneſs of the grace revealed by Chriſt. He now. 


/ Bil? view of a free and perfect ſaviour. 

# II freely declare, that: I find: ſomething more than z to 
bac belief of particular redemption neceſſary to 
_cify my conſcience ; F mean not ſomething more 


tion of 
work of Chriſt is freely reſer 
for their relief, The pacifying conviction of 


- this, leading me to take my whole hope | purely: from 
thence, is faith; whereby I. am brenght. into 


ted: to ſinners as ſuch 


—_ - 


ſpirit's work terminates here; that he 
dering that the atonement was ule | 


ohn iii. 3. | 


AY oa oo „ ON twin 


YE thing in himſelf to affon him peace; to be ſtruck with 
tze evidence which the goſpel affords for the imme 


| finds peace comin into his conſeienee from thence, di- 


A rectly in a way of believnig ;, Nherehy he is taught to. 
2p . that al call de n repentance, renovation and ſanc- 


tiſication, Whi are really neceſſary to falvation, are 
. © founded' rh and are the natural produR. of that peace 
hope and which come into the mind by tb be- 


the 1 ; reported; even the righteouſneſs and redemp- | 
hriſt: for I muſt have a conviction in my own 
conſcience - from the divine teſtimony, that the whole. 


S ee e ies ok ef. eo. . old food os 


Vital union to Shriſt, and begin to experience 4 work | 
of grace in my ſoul, with which eternal-life is con- 
rected 9898 far e R 


CC A 0 PRE My Og ny a, 


FFP 


= rejett the enjaymem of ſuch 


A reply. to-the refctiuns, c. * 
ions teſtimony, doubts. as to my own ſtate muſt 
prevail: : for it is impoſſible I ſhould perceive or expe- . 


rience any true work of grace in my ſoul,. bat as. flow-- 


ing from and ſupported by the influence of the goſ-· 
pel : And how an awakened -conſcience can be truly 
pacified but by a real perſuaſion of this freeneſs of. 


divine grace, us too. difficult far me to conceive. 


A terrifying apprehenſion of guilt, and 5 
ſcience, are ſuch contraries, that they — 
exiſt in the ſame ſoul at the fame time; but in 


portion as the ane prevails, the other ſabfides. - 4 
diſcharge the conſcience from Zuilt 


thing can properly: 
or pacify it, but a: ſenſe of pardon, through a belief 
that there-is free forgiveneſs with; God ; and where 


that is obtained, the conſcience is purged. from rule 
and no vrhere elſe. 


Han peice: of conſcience». 


i 


than what they derive from a reſſection upon paſt ex-- 


periences and evidences, I FA ns e have learned 

E pleaſure; as * 
with my own- fout always warm'd by; even the know-- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and his compleat redem 


ſame freeneds of. grace hir reaches the 


finger &- well as my own. Ang ok be lad 
they wsd Confider what they are pur! Gate: 


C ˙ AE TS ErY. whom they - 
8 65 beheve and love the: dottrine of free 8 
their ſatisſactinn entirely, only and 
— Jane 


ful foe th adams? giver: chem in the free- Soſpel for 


5 
4 


ption, 
a8 arin n in the goſpel for my only hope, 
| Firm, — upon the footin "of Bak: 


om thence; and are peculiarly Ma- o* 


that bleiſid truth; which affords immediate: relief to 
the guilty conſcience hefore God, and who under a: . 
{enſe hereof are conſtrained to truſt,” _ — the: 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt,”- 55 3 
And now, & leave: every one open! the em, 

parifon fairly between theſe” a aw -pactiyang: . 

the conſcience, to For himſelf, Whi them ia 


7 aflowds.rhe-fremeſtand daK ne-. 1 
lief to the foul; Which tends mot to draw us off from: 


all 1 upon auy . wrought in pa or. done: 
LY 
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Arey to the Anion, Se. 
: 7 us, Which fixes the foul moſt properly upon Chria 
alone, Which leads us moſt to love hs divine word, 
Which lays the beſt foundation for goſpel- comfort and 
Holineſs, and Which does the moſt. honour to the di- 
vine ſpirit as taking of the things: of: Chriſt; and brea- 
thing upon our ſouls. from the ſcriptures of truth. 

Our author proceeds p. 14, 15. to inſinuate as if 
Mr. S——x denied, That a believer may make uſe of 
his experience to form a judgment-of his own. ſtate ; ' 
That a believer may be conſcious of ſuch a chan K 5 
Heart and life; as diſtinguiſhes his ſtate from ano 

That a believer may be ſenſible of, and may, yea — 


to be thankful for diſtin aiſhing grace; and p. 16. 


17. That whatever joys believers might have at firſt. 
from the goſpel- report, yet they may have afterwards. 
an additional joy ariſing. from a perſuaſion of their- 
_ perſonal intereſt in the great. bleſſings” of the covenant, . 
dy a perſonal experience, of the work of grace on their- 
7 foals, and: the genuine fruits of ſuch a work. Theſe, 
our cee would. inſinuate, are truths that need to be 
33 the oppoſition made to them by Mr. 
ut. none of theſe particulars are denied ei-. 


| E or; by me; ſuppoſing we have the ſame 


Aus fruits. Mr. & 


Ades of the nature of thiswork Fart and its genu- 


s account. ſeen, 
briefly expreſt in the letters on- Theron, p. 416. Where 
hte, The aſſarance of faith-. ae the evi- 


„ dene carried in the divine yea to the con- 
_  *© Friences of the ungodiy; the -aflurance of hope a- 
<< Iiſes from experience in the hearts of them that love. 


„ ee God and keep his commandments. Fo every one 


that attentively reeds the lertęrt un 7 3 theſe things. | 
Ez 2 . to be not 5 but ex- 
palained at e in a p. 42 430. 
Where 4. = yg 6. Fo apr” Al, for de- 
ing that perſons may as vgs gh title to. comfort «1 


FE 4 genuine marks. of converſion; yea and. charges it wi 


rogchi ear to ridiculing | the work, of the hol 
| ad: Camber... And = will be ſo faith. 
5 in this caſe, 28 70 parts of his perform- c 
ane, they will I ee 11 a0roblentg 
: ay Beko. : Dur 
Qu: 


a... 


* — 


Eh io the refleions S, 55. 
. Our author p. 17. of the reflections, reaſons in a 


. 4 the e of the truth, is not thereby led to 
elr - Le think himſelf 
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m- However upon, the footing: of this groſs, miſtake of 
an- our author, he goes on p. 1824 induftrioully to prove 


vikat ras never denied either by Ar. .. n or by meg, 
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| 5 Ak is ann. Cc. 


| ſouing, and a few texts. of 


or — of chriſtianity I ever heard 
namely, That believers are nearer to Mr 


in relation, conformity and enjoyment; That e 


have been favoar d in all ages wich the Knowledge of 


their relation ta God; That believers may conclude 


their ſpititual relation to God, from the operation of 


his grace their ſouls; and that t 
nic ja tac ſpirit to their 1 no 


: All his rain of 6 ethen mal be eflesmed very 
| ſoit needs fo reply 


lJowever, 25 is equally evident mY. al theſe ſubje&s, / 


may be'conceived of in a pharifaical- and felf-righteous . 


way, and handled in ſuck a manner as to cloud. er con- 
tradict the proper freeneſs of divine grace reveal d; for. 
1 2 


ding to the truth and ſpiri This Mr... 
r has done in the —— — on e, 


uoted above; and in 9 
pondence, 5. 8 


Page 24th of der dente, au wathor proceeds» | 


to conſider My. -s fentimenits of .cmberent grace. 
But here I need ſay but little, having dwelt difanetly. . 
upon this ſubject in the foregoing letters ; and all that 


is here ſaid from g. 2448 as feceived a ſufficient an- 
ſwer; excepting one turn. of thonght in a way of reaſon⸗- 
&rapture aiming to prove 

the exiſtence and neceflity of forme; inherent principle 
Bourne Wenn 
Page 25. He reaſons- thus, «As a man naturally 
0. dead has no perception of obects, . how great ſo e- 


ver be their luſtre; ſo a man ſpiritually dead, as . 


< ate by nature, has no perception.of the ſpiritual 
" ie of the gripe, how bg brightſa ever they ſhine 
in the wor organ muſt. N 


irſt be rectiſied, ior the , make he mo ) 
* ſplendid object xiſible. It is freely acknowled; | 
that we are all by namas F david tend $7end 


But the queſtion is, how we uy raiſed from ſpiritual. | 
blindneſs; 


„ how we ave cured of ourfpiritual 
|| | whether this be dome by ſome phyfoal operation of the 
„ dis pin, ee len 2s t rene 
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A reply to the refle#ions, Be. 57. 


its efficacy upon the ſoul by the ſpirit ? Now as to out 


being raiſed from ſpiritual death, the ſcripture is very 


| 2 and clear: For we are ſaid to receive ſpiritual 


life by hearing and believing. John v. 24. where Chriſt 
aſſerts this truth with the greateſt and ſweeteſt ſolemni- 
ty, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth m) 

3 5 and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſ- 
ting life, and is paſſed: from death to life. Deſcribing b 
exactly the manner in whith this moſt important chang 

is wrought. This is farther confirmed and explained in · 
the next verſe with the ſame ſolemnity. Verily, verily, 


I fay unto you, the haur is coming and now is, When 


the dead ſhall hear the voice of the fo of God; ; and. 


they chat hear ſhalblivxe. 
The fcripturs is equally elear as to che manner im 


which we are brought e darkneſs to light. Our rea- 
ſon indeed, is apt in theſe ſubjects, to Reber that we 
are ſpeaking of the human wi and not of the human 
body ; and Accordingly we are led to talk of a diſteme. 


8 organ in ſuch a groſs manner, as if thehoman-un- - 


rſtanding was material or corporeal; and therefare- 


that there Sink be ſome phyfical power exerted to recti- 
oy : But let us 17 recolleR,” that we are nom 
aking of the ren, unde nſtanding ;' the blindneſs of 
Chich Saas p roperl 4 in ee and error; and 
here one may ippeat tp common ſenſe, whether: ſup⸗ 


poling ignorance and error be removed, the anda: 


ſtanding is not actually -Iinlightened:- "An how: can 


theſe. be removed from ue minds « but by: thelight and: 
truth of the goſpel & Or can the diſpelling of dar x 


from the mind be conſidered as a diſtin thing previous 
to the giving light? If we conceive it 'not dane purely: 
buy the goſpel through the ſpirit, our 

into ſome enthuſiaftical” or . concepticnsy w_ 


ts are run- 


ſpiritual and evangelical ſu . 
But let us ſee how the ſeripture deſcribes. our. ne 


blindneſs and accounts for its cure. Bi iv. 18, . 


ving the underſtanding darkened, alienated from 
the life of God, thro the : e e is in them; 
thro? the blindneſs of their Heart. And we are told 


din what way tis cured w. 20, 21. But ye have not ſo. 
ee Cat; if ſo be chat N 2 | 
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been . by 3 as the truth is in Jeſas. Ser Tikes 


Aud from 


A ſephy to the refle®ions. Ge. . 


Mie Core iv, 2—6. 
will Tin, 6 262 our author brin ke to prove his Point, 
for-the molt pan found ' moſt ae 


— — contrary. 
Fs: ps ex. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing i in the day | 
0 f thy 8 This text is far from proving the necet- . 


difti inct Aa the c, befides - 
robe Gene — rat rhe goſpel | 
upon the 


and pax) For it is an 
. of the effect which the goſpel ſnould 


* upon all the powers and faculties oft foul; which 


eſy was remarkably fulf}l'd in the ſirſt promul- 
* on of it, as recorded in the Acts of the apoſtles. 
EI — 
t the power 7 — only examine 
1 Mcient in the teſtimony there- - 
of when reccived into the conſeience by the ſpirit, to 
ES loa wry ATI foul... Or whether 
can ſurniſh him with an instance of che 


| powers ts foul bing tarnadi in God, by any otder, 
e ne wich Chih im bebe where | 


in a e an riſen with He, ref the faith of the 0- 


ion of God: This text indeed. 2 as fre 
change id made by the power,of God, which 
— DE 


| pegs . e 45 


| —_ 3 woke F. W in their hearts. This text is 


_ ſd far from prewing itqal-principle in us diſtinct 
from the divine- 3 it does in the moſb.expreſs 
manner declare, that our regeneration is perfarm d by 
the or: implanting it in our minds. and hearts. 

mace wi may cafily gather that this is the 


[awin.s believes mind, mentioned Rem: _ wa . 
| 1 


| _ . 3 


g 


the 2 
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A reply to the refleFions, Sc. 59 


1 John ni, 9. His /zed remaineth in him. And che 
_ Peter tells us, that this ſeed is the word of the | 
el. 4 P43, 25x © - 
As for John iv, 14. which ſpeaks of a well of water 


| within us ; this has been conſidered. 


Exel. xi, 19. Iwill give them one . and I will 
put a new Apirit wWitkin you, &c: That this means no 
other than the genuine effect of the goſpel in the heart 


and conſcience by the ſpirit, will evidently appear to 


every one cho recolleRs that we are told how this bleſ- 
fed promiſeavas evidently fulfilled, Achs iv. 32, where 
it is faid, The multitude of chem that believed Were 


of one heart and one ſoul. 
In a word, I cannot but plainly ſee, that ee 


I am called upon to conſidter texts of ſcripture as brought 
to deſeribe the nature of an abiding principle of grace 


in the ſoul; the more evident it appears, that che 


; ſeriptures conſtantly affirm and confirm this ſentiment ; 


Which reflects ſuch an honour both upon the glorious 
Joſpel and the bleſſed ſpirit, that the diwine dend * 
$74 ed, is the principle of grace. 
find but one paſſage more offered to'r 4 
ration, namely Lute - viii. 15. which mentions thoſe 
Bot N ed, pa heart heard the word, kept 


If "this text intimates any thing to our anth6r's | 


Papas frail 
and good heart, we fitted I 


that a perſon has an honeſt 


ing Ache word, to receive, reliſh and i improve it a- 
right za good diſpoſition previous to faith in Chriſt 
or the ry M dee of him. This ſentiment is ſurely 

abe to Calviniſm. But it will ſuit the 
4 of 5 ſelf righteous world extremely well. Ia 


order then to reſtore this text to a conſiſteney with e- 


ſtabliſhed c tis neceſſary to remark; that this 


Whole parable of che ſowyer and his ſeed, is evidently 


intended to ſhow the different reception the el of 
Chriſt would meet with, and the different = it 


© would have on different 0 when publiſhed” by 
TTT 
5 | apprebend, without any over over-ſtretch of * 


goſpel would find ſome that were true believers be- 


8 Jos, b tlie . of old N e 1 8 
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l 4 nds to the reflections, e. 
1 — and Nathaniz] were; who had good and ho- 


1 neſt hearts, or were true believers, before ever the 


| 5 into ourſelves for our ee : and ma 
that every degree of our hope directly db: eee 


71 ſentiment fo 


_ . 66: Religion, 
21 4. that God has made of himſelf, a revelation that's 

be given out from him. Take religion ks a doctrine, 
e and it is this revelation: e 
4 ciple and it is this revelation im planted, filling the 
„ mind, poſſeſſing æhe Will, and moving che affections; 
e take it. as à practice, and it is this revelation drawa 


** 


* 


. as proclaiming : a faviour come, had reached 
ears. 


Let us cherefore never forget that the ſeriptures 


know. no principle of grace in the heart previous to, 


or diſtin& from the implanted word, whereby Chriſt 
who is the ſubſtance of the word, dwells i in our hearts 


faicb. Eph. iii. 17. 


This ſentiment may BL, us the more to value the 


glorious papel which is the power of God to falvation; 
And to a 
and who alone writes it upon the heart. This ſenti- 
ment may likewiſe be a bleſſed mean to preſerve us 
from enthufiaſm of every ſort; from preſumption i in ſpeak- 
| os peacs to ourſelves; b conſiderations not warrant- 
e in the 


the divine ſpirit who indicted it at firſ 


word ; and; If 3 looking 


e us ſee 


depends upon what we know of Chriſt as th Erin re- 


vealed. 


I cannot help introducing. in this place a nervous 
in the late valuable Mr. T. Bradbury's 
of gudlineſs; at the beginning of ſermon 14th 
ſays he, is nothing elie but the diſcovery 


ſed x take it as a priv- 


Ne out and 8 1 and love. f 
0 find nothing mo particularly ted vp⸗ 
3 on in theſe 9 of a ſentimental nature; ex- 


_ cept what is in page 28, 29, connected with a 3 
in p. 24. where a miniſter is repreſented, as if u 


N Tos he was not er could not be faithful to = Þ 
Or his 


le; as it is 5 5 he muſt endeavour to 
m of 1 comfort ariſing from the know 
ie of God's ing favours to them. p. 24. 


. And Luar. 5 » * Np nee ne 2 
. pla 
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Arb io the reſlictiam, e 61 
plaint is ſuggeſted and enlarged upon in the following 


« Goſpel miniſters have a very extenſive work wp: 
« pointed them : One part whereof, is to promote t 


comfort of God's people as ſuch, to whom many 
46 e eee are made; which they 


« can't have the comfort of while deſtitute of the ex- 
« perience of ſuch a gracious work of God in them, 

« whereby he has diſtinguiſh'd them from others; who 
„ under ihe miniſtry of the goſpel, have gang more 
« than the bare belief of th 5 report. Nor do I ſee 
% how a, miniſter can aſſiſt his people to make a com- 
for table uſe of the doctrines * e perſeve- 
« ance ppon this new-plan tho; he may believe them 


% 


« as revealed, truths,” 1, do not tuppole that our au- 


VV 
that way) that God's 485 7 le 


r 


* 
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experience of the wo 


what miniſter can hold forth comfort to them, unleſs 


by preſenting to view a compleat free ſaviour for their 


immediate incouragement. But if they do experience 


it, I am certain if it be of the true kind, it is nothing 
elſe but an experience of the efficacy of. the free goſpel 
on their ſouls, comforting, quickening, exciting and 
ſtrengthening them: Therefore. the -preachit of this 
golpel, or determining to know nothing bur 855 Chriſt 
and him crucified,: can by no-means tend to damp, but 
on the contrary, to promote thoſe. happy experiences. 
But it is ſtill objected, chat this doctrine will not give 
us any! ſatisfaRtion ariſing. from the conſideration of di- 
Ringuiſhing grace, an appearing. either in eleflion, 

regeneration or perſeverance, Io chis I;muſt reply, 
that I firmly, believe and very frequently preach, that 


when a believer. under a ſenſe of his own emptineſs, 


Oo 


3 helplefſueb and unworthineks before God, ie favoured 
IF 


| clear views of the infinite riches and abſolute free- 
neſs of the grace revealed in Jeſus, Chrift, he thereby 
becomes <on/cions that Chriſt alone is 514 light, life, 
firength, joy and portion; and that as he goes on lo- 
Ting and obeying the truth, he. has the teſtimony of hie 

own conſcience confirm'd by the witneſs and ſeal of the 


ſpirit ; and that in theſe happy circumſtances, he is 


called 
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*a 4 reply tothe tia c. 
called upon tobleſs God for diſtinguiſhing g grace. Now 
the doctrines of election, particular redemp tion, and 
of he ſaints perſeruerance, appear very confirming and 
n ; yea, and all the promiſes made 15 be- 
| Hevers as thoſe that know, love and obey the Lord je. 
ſus Chriſt, have a particular direction to zhem. And 
What more thev want to have declared to them for their 
confirmation and conſolation, I cannot imagine; unleſs 
it be to have comfort adminiſtred to them, when the 
evidences of the genuine effects of the goſpel do bo ap- 
2 upon them or in them. 


But if through the prevalency of temptation, e | 


Uo or corruption, their conſciences are afreſh loaded 
with uilt, their eyidences diſappear or are clouded, 
Kc. I know of no ing that will or can truly or effec- 
tually relieve error but a freſh view of the blood of 
Chriſt as flowing freel to ſinners: Neither is there any 
ching chat Will Rok, their evidences, without their 
ders brought, by an impreſſive ſenſe of the all- ſuffci- 
ency and freeneſs of divine grace in Chriſt, to that o- 
 bedience of faith, and thoſe exerciſes of heart, which 
evidence themſelves 'the. conſcience ; to which the 
-onditiorial promiſes” art made, and to which ROY 
© Hons ſets his feal as the comforter. dS: 


1 Aving Mus finfſhed my ent upon | thee reflec- 
1 tions, I would 'now lay aſide all the air of contro- 
Verſy, and draw to, a loſe by addrefling my ſelf with all 
man's con- 
of God; errand pointing at any 
jarticylar*perſpns, but exprefſi ſelf in ſuch a 
manner, as way fuit che of * profeſs in general. 
It muſt be own'd, 17 — no que has ever 


. 
8 


*moved of greater conſequence 00 dur peace and comfort 
than this, 


ow. ſhall a profeſſor cimè to a true ſatisfac- 
tion aBuat hi 225 ets 2 Or, how ſhall Wk 
aſcertain'd as to his intereſt in the bleſſings of the co- 
N and the ea fafety of his precious ſoul? 
1 ptures 9 55 us, this direct anſwer, By believing 

ng the goſpel. But as this àußber is 170 little 
bee I Would therefore e e With 
Freedom 3 in a hh WW iq 
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A reply io the reflictions, Sc. 6 
We know that we muſt all appear before the judge 

ment ſeat of Chriſt: That as ſoon as ever the King of 
terrors has given the mortal ſtroke, our ſouls muſt 


launch out into an unknown eternity, and muſt be lan:ñrĩ?ĩx2. 
- ded in a ſtate of everlaſting happineſs, or miſerx. Vea, 4 
our own conſciences ſometimes Pre DE hand in -18 


the preſence of God the judge of all. And a time will 
ſpeedily come, when we 15 


"RS 4 
123 


all be approaching to the 


borders of eternity. If conſcience he now awake, the 


queſtion preſſes upon the mind with the: greateſt im: 


. 


portunity ;'** O-how can I be ſatisſied as to. the con, 


« cerns of my immortal {pul ?”: If chrifliants.in genes 
ral were but thus brought ſolemnly te realize theſe w- 


Ber matters, they would preſently, apprehend in 


heir very hearts, that nothing. leſs than a. foundation 


entirely /, and an hope abſolutely /ure; would ſerve: 
their purpoſe. But where is that to be found which is 

ſufficient to ſupport the ſoul, and conſcience in che ago» 
nies of death, and the proſpect, of an eternal ſtate ?. 
Where is that Whic 5 give Acne to the 
conſkiefice, and a clear confidenee before. God? I know 
you will immediately ſay, In Jeſas Chrift alone. But 
do not ypur 3 alk leave room for ſuch queſtions. 
as theſe ? (4 How ſhall I come at Chriſt, or how ſhall 


I be affured. of my intereſt. in him: What ſhall or 


„ hat muſt 1 80 to obtain it, or what mult I experi- 
* ence or practice in order to gain ſatisfaction. Here 


come in abundance of perplexing queries, and a ſcene. 
of important difficulties not eaſy to be ſolved. So that 
you are almoſt as much at a loſs about your everlaſting. 
kate, as if you had heard nothing of Chriſt and his 
work for ſinners : This important queſtion then ftilk 
j GS oo 
. To ſolve it to our. fatisfaftion, we ſet about to exa-. 


. 


amine our own hearts and ways, our paſt conduct or 
paſt experiences; in hopes of finding uething there,. 
which may be a means of allaying our fears and eaſing 


* 


our conſciences. Now we look with eagerneſs and ſoli- 


citude into every corner of our hearts, to fee whether 


* 


— 
5 


3 


ſomething good wrought in us, or ſomething traly gra- 


cious ip our, experiences, that ſhould be a proper fatis- 
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64 A reply to the reflectious, Sc. 
fying proof of our ſpores intereſt : All which pains are 
taken chiefly with this view, to obtain eaſe to our minds 
and conſciences. Upon enquiry, we perhaps, diſcern: 


dome probable evidences in our , favour, or think we 
have felt ſome diſtinguiſhing experiences; and thus 


obtain eaſe and relief. | But, what if it ſhould appear 
after all, that theſe evidences are attended with Ancer- 
tainty, or that there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect they may 
be delufive'? How then can the mind be eaſed, or the 
| _ conſcience pacified upon 2hzs plan? And let us here 
ſeriouſly refle&, that while we are thus anxiouſly em- 


wb to get reſt to our ſouls, we are now under a ſtron g 


dias to think the beſt and make the beſt of what we find and 
feel, How then can we know, but that under the influ- 


enceofſucha propenſity, we may actually puta cheat up- 
on our ſelves, thro? a fond defire to apprehend that our 
fate 1s at bottom ſafe and good ? And What if our de- 
_ceitful hearts ſhould operate in this caſe, to bring us in- 
to a deluſion ; where are we then? And Who can an- 
ſwer for his ow heart, ſo as to. afſure himſelf that he 


is under no fundamental miſtake ? I know that theſe 


thoughts at firſt "view ſeem to take away all uſe for 


marks and ſigns. But they do not, as we ſhall, ſoon 
fee.. However that be, no one I thipk, can : 
evade the force of theſe obſeryations, how { 
diſcouraging ſdever they may ſeem to be. But there 

are ſome further thoughts equally. alarming, which, 
muſt not he omitted. Have not many made a ſhining 
profeſiibn, and to Yitir own and others apprehenſion, 

en favoured with the moſt diſtinguiſhing experiences, 


| dip yer hers inte ot ˙ A 


1 
* 


ſeal and earne 


| theis hot counterfeit graces, comforts and experiences? 
_ . Can'theſe things be denied? Upon this plan for ob- 


ſabdi 
arrive at any degree of certainty, by diſtinguiſhing what 


| raining peace, we muſk therefore Citinguiſh, Hivide and 
| nde very nicely,” before we can be ſuppoſed to 


-- 
— 


is genuine from what is counterfeit; and Aftet all, moſt 
. probably the matter muſt remain in doubtful ſad ſu- 
ſpence. How- then can we have any ſolid peace? 


- Aga, 
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neſt of the ſpint, as enjoyed by themſelves; 
and yet have been in the event faund lars ? Again, are 
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W - reply ito the refleBlions, 8. 105 6 8 


Aa ;pechaps. we are in ſuch circumſtances as to the 
diſtreſs of our ſouls, or as to e death, that 
a peedy anſwer muſt be given, or the ſoul ſinks under its 
load, and xuns almoſt into deſperation. Many inex-- 
| preſlible ſtruggles are produced in the foul, and that, 
perhaps, when their is neither time nor capacity to ex- 
amine the mat ter ſufficiently. And yet in the midſt of 
theſe unhappy eircumſtances, if a perſon diſcerns the 
infinite 1 importance of his ſau} affairs, he ſees that no- 
thing ſhort of a certainty upon which: . he rey immedi. 

ately reſt, will afford him ſatis faction 5 

Nut does the divine word leave us in + ſuch 4 per 
plexity as this 7 If: it does, where i is Sp ag our reſt; . 
our confidence? 15 


Muſt not chriflaniry e this Kis eee t 


| comfortable: _— a 3 uncertain hence Soros of 


| 0 3 * from whit: we my FG. 
ſu ppoſed to have felt or done? But So, in the 
midſt of: all theſe inextricable perplexities, the goſpel - 
che Lord Jeſus Chriff and all his ſalvation, 
open and free for the fure relief and hope of the dif. 
treſſed, miſerable ſoul. If this be diſcern'd im its beau- 
iy and importance, how heceffary, how valuable, in: 
couraging and attracti t hope of the ;gofpel - 
appear! Now while, —_ thing elſe proves uncertain; . 
this ĩs certain ; When e bther re ge and ſuppert 
ail, this appears ſufficientiy firm and free: Tig ound 
2 ſafe retfeat;; à fare: foundation; a ſuſfictent- ſtay 3 des. 
Jane from every other thought and conũderation- 25 
Fat perhaps your anxious minds will here. object. 
% How enn I be futisſied without an aſſurance of my 
60 own hei al intereſß im Chriſt; which tis plain, 'this-: 
ht , geheraldeclaration” of the golſpel⸗ cannot afford me, 
cauſe it bears an even aſpect to al fmners as 
1 boch * But I would ask again, What kind of aſſu- 
ranee-de- yon want? Do you want immediately to be 
fo fully certified of your .everlaſting-vichfare ag hall ſet 
you at re from all fear; that ſhall determine your. 
fg. whether you: love and obey Chriſt or nor Me- 
| 1 you. 3 is, to be able» to ſay, my moun- 5 
G 3; tains 
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66 A reply to the reflefiions, &c. 
Pain flands firong and I ſhall newer be moved. Do you 


want ſuch aſſurance. as ſhall allow you to think your. 


ſelf ſafe, in any other way than a conſtant, immedi- 


ate, abſolute dependence upon God in Chriſt for all 
or want and expect, and fo truſting, loving and o- 
eying him accordingly? If ſo; get this aſſurance of 


intereſt and ſafety where you can: The word of God 
does not give it you, becauſe it does not aſſert directly 


e Maa individual now living, that he ſhall 
certainly be ſavedd: Neither can you obtain it by any 
f2/itive : certainty .arifing from duties or experiences, 
fince the heart is always deceitful. | But ſee here in the 
goſpel ſuch a certainty afforded, as brings the ſoul in- 


do a ſtate of immediate dependence upon God, and 
cleaving to him alone; aſſuring. us that in reſting on 
him wwe are fafe, and no where elſe: That while we in 
dur hearts eſteem Goc in Chriſt as our own only hope and 


portion, our everlaſting intereſts are ſecure, not mere- 

in the purpoſe of God and according to the ever- 

s err but likewiſe according to the open 

pu aſe. of the goſpel. - Yea, we are aſſured, that in 
0 


ing and obeying the goſpel, che ſpirit witneſſes 


ws ath our ſpirit, that we may enjoy "everlaſting conſo- 


wing 

lation and good hope through grace. 
The ſcriptures moſt ' comfortably declare the goſpel 
to be of ſuch a nature, that whoſoever believes it ſhall b : 


fed ; while it avers with equal ſolemnity, that l. 
Who believeth not ſhall be damned. So that our great - 
eſß concern lies here; leſt our faith ſhould not be the 
Kath of Gocks elect; leſt our hope ſhould not be the 


pel; and left our obedience ſhovid not 
nce of faith. And: whether our faith, 


_ hope and obe dience be of the right kind, can only be 
known by its being produced, ſupported or influenced 
by the goſpel. Let us; then look à little cloſely into 
this matter. Every perſon, except one that is in de- 
ppair, has ſome hope; and that hope of his is e 
by ſome thoughts or /entiments in his mind an 
Now, I fay, that if the ſentiment which gives a per- 
ſon his peace of conſcienee, be any thing oppoſite to 


heart. 
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3 r to the ee &. 67 
deſires a ſatisfaction which the goſpel does not admi- 


niſter. Perhaps it is an eathuſcafic fatisfaQtion, form'd 


upon a perſuaſion or appropriation wrought by ſome 
ſpirit, which ſpeaks to 31 55 more than or aſide from 


8 8 the 2 properly underſtood, will warrant. 


. his ſatisfaction is Antinomian; ſuch as af- 
fords him reaſon to fear ſin leſs than otherwiſe he might 
ſce a neceſſity for, if. he had not this hope. Whereas, 
we muff always take it for granted, if we can dare to 
fin, or can dare to neglect our duty, under an appre- 
henſion of the wg? Fi or our ſtate, however obtained. or 
however proved; that we do not now underſtand the true 
grace of God; for that makes all who underſtand it 
to know and feel, that it teaches them to deny all un- 
3 and worldly luſts, &c. The ſatisfaction which 

fpel affords is ſuch, that a perſon cannot indulge 
ſin, . . loſing that Atisfaction; becauſe in fo do- 


ing, his heart ſays, that not Chrift, but elk and | Jenſe 
and portion. Or perhaps a Ee $ peace 
may be phariftical or ſelf 1 3 in 


are his h 


e ſhape or 


other ; ſupported by ſome fpecies of ſelf confidence, 


| Saying in his heart, © I cannot be contented with 2. 


« ſaviour, freely and openly proclaimed; I do not 


like to be ſet upon a level "with the vileſt of ' ſinners, 


1 2 and to receive my hope and comfort upon the ſame 

plan that ſuch muſt. I will not ſtand upon the ſame 
„ footing with them.” 50 elſe he will lay, « I have 
« or I. muſt have ſomething diſtin 


« reſt upon 
| But after alf, you-may . « Mow can T. 8 ar 
< fied, unleſs I am conſcious that I believe ru 


bY ounded ſatis faction 


his I find to be the grand odjeaien,” Fequen 


| - wh and urged ey ray the preſent-view of the. he gel. 
confidered as a caſe of conſcience, 
lexed in their fouls; as well aa 

A ANIM e wheredy many may * Kum 


and fince it may 
by which many are 
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in me, ſome 
. mark or fi bg 1 not, dare not believe and. 


FT fince the ſcriptures ſay, Be that be Apr 
nor ſhall be damned? Muſt not I then by. examina- 

tion and proof have it appear to my conſcience, that 

© T am a true Papers before I can have 25 wen 
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bled: 
of it in the following obſervations, : 
._ I, If we attend to common ſenſe and conſtant expe- 
rience as to the nature, manner and pr pope of believing, 


or /eeing; we ſhall find, that theſe 
9 0 that they entirely reſolve themſelves into their 


ao is no 


the object ſeen does 


objects, ſo far as experience is concern 


ther ein. 
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affect him: 


either is 


A perſon any way properly confcious that he. believes a 


of our. own 
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2. The doctrine of free 
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| heves impreſſes 5 858 
"common caſes, our minds 
bout the manner of our ſeei; 
N bots are only led to attend to t 
in belieying, we are not Thinking 
1 nds therein; 
ment believed. 'So that a p 
Tees or belien 


; Rot 


here is ls a 
JEW dim that ſees or . al 
heved b 4 7 So that he is affected 


according to the light in which the t 
5 ſeen, 1 or. be # 


t to the r 


any farther th: 
When we beheld an object in 
are net imployed 1 in thinking 
or the motion of light; 
e object ſeen; And ſo 

about any exerciſes 
ut * about the ſenti- 

Nas to know that he 


, What he be- 


re eclion upon or examination 
ing. e he f; but by findin 
155 W hat he 


995, be believes 
ort o 


rt of the goſpel. 


144 his mind. 


erimental union dex 
What is ſeen or be- 
with pleaſure or 


erienc- 


hing appears, 
eheved. Now let us apply this 


race in Jeſus Chriſt to . 


ners as ſüch proclaimed in the word, is in itſelf moſt joy- 


and ſoul 


cifyingnews: 


Therefore we cannot know that we believe it, but by 


| feeling or hogan 
| we Ar 7 4 0 < i 

x "pg ef muſt de 

God ry the blood of 


effect © 


conſcious, that we are comforted, 
. Accordingly the firſt 
"7% of conſcience before 
hriſt, and ſome ſenſe of the 


divine favour thro? the righteouſneſs of. Chriſt proclaim- : 


mind 9 


. 


2 
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oſpel. This muſt be, more or leſs, 
unleſs there remain in the 
oubt or miſtakeabout the goſpel 
be drawn. off to. ſomething 
lis or oppotite. + to it; whereby the 
7 of the truth proclmed, may be S or 
under- 
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undermined. ' When this appears to be the caſe, no- 


thing can be more ſuited to remove any impediment 


in the way of its efficacy, than the declaring, explain- 
ing, proving. or vindicating the truth, with its im- 
portance. If this method be rendered effectual by the 
ſpirit of God, who alone can do it; then the miſtake 
is rectified, the mind enlightened, and the doubt ſol- 
ved: whereupan the 8 i is encouraged, and com- 
ety by the bleſſed word, whereon he is cauſed to 
Spe. 25 Fe 


3. Though what the perſon now ſees and believes, 
be in ieſelf a general truth, openly. proclaimed ; yet 


the effect produced in the believing it, is a ee ex · 
perience of ſpiritual peace, reſt and refreſhment. So. 
that while others may be ſuppoſed to remain ſtrangers 


to it, or to disbelieve it, or to be under ſome miſtake 


about it; he that believes it according as it is declared 
in the word, becomes. poſſeſſed of a diſtinguiſhing ex- 
perience, whereby he differs from what he was before, 
and from what many others are. | 2 


4. This diſtinguiſhing experience is of ſuch a nature, 


that it contains or produces more or leſs an experimen- 


tal conſciouſneſs of an. intereſt in, and enjoyment 
of the. bleſſings comprehended in che declaration of. free. 


grace. 8 


For when a perſon ſees the ſon and believeth on him, 
as freely exhibited ; he therein and thereby becomes 
conſcious, that what he ſees in Chriſt becomes bit 
ight ; that Chriſt in whom he believes, becomes Eis 
hope; that his ſoul is ſupported by rbat on which he 


truſts and leans; and that he is quickened and attrac»- 


ted by that glorious goſpel which he believes and loves. 
This is the way in which all ſpiritual bleflings come t 


be experienced and enjoyed by us. In this way we 
may arrive at all the ſatisfaction and ſupport we can 


deſire in our preſent ſtate; for here we are to live by 
Faith. And it is in vain and unſafe fot us to. dęſire or 
ſeek after any other knowledge of ſpecial intereſt, than 


| what ariſes out of, and is accompanied with this ſenſe | 


and experience of a vital union and connection be- 


_ tween our fouls and Chriſt in a way of believing. 


Cghriſt is b. ought ſo exceedingly near to us in nl” Þ 
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pel of grace, that he is no ſooner ſeen and known as 


there exhibited, but this peace and hope muſt ariſe; to 
the ſou! more or leſs; otherwiſe, neither Chriſt nor 
the goſpel, nor the divine grace as revealed, can be 
5. If a perſon does not become conſcious in ſome 
degree, of peace, ſatisfaction and ſupport, arty from. 
what he perceives and believes ſtan ing forth in the 
free declaration of grace; he does not underſtand, or 
does not credit the goſpel; for therein is exhibited 
to us freely all our ſalvation. 
The truth of our! faith can be proved only by this: 
That the truth itſelf, or which is the ſame, the blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt freely revealed, does firſt 
pony the conſcience before God, and then working by 
love, has a purifying effect upon our ſouls. If this 
| Kind of peace does hot enter the mind, thro' the revela- 
tion of grace; a perſon will ſtill be ſeeking after ſpiri-. 
tual comfort and ſupport ſeparate from it or 8 75 to 
it: So that his heart defpiſes or his thoughts evade 
the true goſpel ; and he is accordingly in real dangers. 
| 2 _ * awful deluſion. Whe t 
not diſcerned by any perſon. in its proper freene 
its primitive gory; the objeAion now 1 
tion, will return and continue upon his mind;. and his 


1 


8, and 


deſective or miſtaken view of the 8 poll T fill leave. 
| 0 


of ſelf dependence; 
| other way of obtaining or enjoying 
peace, but by a reflection upon ſomething found in him 
or experienced by him. Thus it. appears, that the 
Whole force of this objection proceeds at the bottom 


him under tlie influence of the f 


Fond 2 disbelief of the pr pen. immediate freeneſs of 


= 3 * 


divine grace revealed in the goſpel. For either a perſon 
des believe it, or he dves not: If he does, he is in ſome 
meaſure pacifed, comforted and attrafted thereby: If he 
does not; then he cannot ſee how he can have any pro- 
per peace to his mind, but by reflection upon himfelf; 

and accordingly ſeeks after or reſts upon ſome falſe dan- 
| Yorous prop! This he is to be 8 iſt, by being 
reminded, that he who believes not ſhall be damned. 
While Jeſus Chriſt is proclaimed as a foundation ſo 
fore; that whofvever beheveth ſhall not make haſte, 
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one in eonfuſion; it is likewiſe to be added, that the 


hail ſhall Gyeep-away the refuge of lies; and ſuch a re- 


fuge every thing is, beſides the redeemer himſelf, Ja- 
, ͤ | | | | . 
6 All the ſcripture exhortations and promiſes to be- 
heving, conſpire to ſupport this view of our ſubje&, 
if they are nghtly underſtood. Theſe gracious exhorta- 
tions and Wee of the word, may be briefly expreſſed 
thus, believe and li ue; look and be/aved ; truſt and be ſaft ; 
come and find reſt. Now all theſe declarations have evi- 
dently a moſt encouraging and conſcience pacifying 
meaning in them; for they plainly ſuggeſt to an en- 


lghtened underſtanding, ſuch a. refreſhing hint, as 


carries the mind at once beyond its own exerciſes to 
the glorious, gracious object preſented. A perſon ap- 


prehending the true meaning of ſuch expreſſions, is not 


ſtoped in, or perplexed about the a&s mentioned; but 
ſeeing that by theſe calls and promiſes, ſalvation in 
Jeſus Chriſt is freely 8 ; this ſenſe of the di- 


vine freeneſs plainly ſuggeſted, becomes the /;i/z, the 


the ſtrengeb, and the hope of the ſoul, in all its acting 


od in Chrift. 


7 - 


towards 


brief, let us take only one of theſe. phraſes. into pre- 
ſent conſideration. Come to me, ſays Chriſt, and I avill 
give you ret. Now. one that is entangled with ſome 
legal thought, will immediately fix üpon the act of 


coming; deſiring to know hoxy to perform this act aright, 


or to ſee whether he has performed it or no; thinking 
chat he can have no peace nor reſt, but on the confidey- 


ation of the right performance thereof. Whereas 
one that is taught the proper freeneſs of divine grace, 


25 thus, exhibited, will fix his eye directly upon the 
word ne. Does Jeſus Chriſt ſay, come to me and I 


„will give you reſt.? Surely this is enough to incou- 


1 rage and attract my ſoul; I need nothing more for 
my hope, than to be aſſured of ſuch a. fee welcome.. 


r his. conſcience is pacified, and tile 


motion of his foul towards Chriſt, being, as I may ſay, 
excited by and filled with & ſenſe of this divine free 


love, he comes and finds reſt, We may ſuppoſe . 


* 
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_ Icould dwell, upon this ſubject with abundance of 
5 Noe and Uluſtrate it by various ſimilies. But to 
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deep 1 in debt and ready to be arreſted, to be addreſſed 


9 «© Goto ſuch an one, he is able and ready to pay 
＋ your whole debt. Would not this 1 1 44 itſelf 


4 ſet his mind at reft directly ? Ves, ſurely ; and his act 


of 5 going, would-not be at all confider as previouſly 
— to the eaſe hi mind, but would be found 


By theſe plain thoughts, A en lobe; en h the 


ö the” . of the ſpirit of grace, you may be led to ſee 
how müch unbelie and legality muſt lie at the bottom 


of ſuch a frame of ſpirit, as makes a perſon endeavour 
to perform a certain act, in order to obtain peace to his 
mind, or to examine whether he has performed it a- 
right, in order to have peace from that confideration. 
For this is certainly a denial of the freeneſs of grace as 
revealed; and turns the ſpel 3 into a new law, for peace 
_— . towards God: Yea, it ſeems evident] y. to 

from ſome ſpirits of elf dependence, which 


: Ft APGotNprnr a perſon to believe the immediate free- 
5 nels of divine grace, or to be ſatisßed by it, or to reſt 
m) it, for want of diſcerning ſome n change i in 


himſelf for the better. | 
But ſomeèe may here reply n an anxious concem, 


; , Are not there ſome Who are true believers, who yet 


re not klearh Tatisfied of the ſafety of their 
i ſtate in Chriſt I. readily anſwer; yes, there are; 


For the leaſt degree of true faith is connected with ſal- 


vation. Vet, as none can come to a clear ſatis faction 


about themſelves, but in this way of | believing 5 © there- 
fore I cannot conſiſtently and ſafely take any other me- 


thod of promoting the comfort of "ſuch, Diſt by pre- 
ſenting before them a free and compleat Wavioiur,' to be 
reſted upon and rejoiced"in_ And if à perſon cannot 
receive comfort through ſuch a goſpel declaration, tis 


both unſafe and i vain för him to ſeek it any other 


way, in ſuch eircumſtances. But if through th ope- 


| ration of the hleſſed ſpirit by meüns of this goſpel; his 
ho and *comfort is promoted, the more wi advances 


in and love this way, the more clearly hie will be 


able to ſay with the apoſtle; 2 Ti. i. 12, 1 know i in 


choun . have believed and am perſuaded that he is 
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| Sf Chriſt's free Grace, the ſatisfaction of his ſoul is 
maintained by it, and he is more or leſs -perſuaded of 


the ſafety of eee he has committed into Chriſt's 


Sands. Here then lies the center, the ſpring, the 15 
Atrength of all. that hope which is neceſiary to par | 


awd: comfort our hearts. 
Should any ask again, But is there no hope to be 


obtained farther than that which is exhibited in the 


«« goſpel to all? Can there be no room for thankful- 
% neſs for difinguiſoing grace ? J anſwer, that un- 
leſs we have this firft hope for our main ſupport, 
and ſtrength continually, tis quite impoſſible that any 
diſtioguithing experience ſhould ever be produced 
and maintained; or that any true evidences ſhould 
appear. For- f this: be-not the life and ſtrength of his 


boulz vamely a free revealed Chriſt, he has reaſon to 


Lulpect all his duties, evidences, and e ex riences as le- 
gal. But if a perſon be comforted and quiokened.; if 
He beencoura 

hereby; he may. * find 


reaſon. to be abundantly 


nel for diftinguijbing grace, crying out with holy 


admiration and gratitude; How is it, that thou wit 
manifeſt thyſelf to ws, and not unto the world! Fobt. 
NV. 22. Tea, whale the ds under this bleſſed influenee 


of the goſpel by the ſpirit, he is taught to ſay wich 
:the:apafile; Fhelliſe Live in the fleſh. is Ly the faith 


of the: ſan of God who! loved. me, and. gave himſelf for 


«me. Gal. 11. 20. In this manner a behever makes uſe 


his experiences to j udge of this ſtate; and ſuchiexpe- 
nences as theſe with their genuine fruits, are indeed, 


the ſuteſt: marks of our election. 1 e i. 4, 5. 


Int inftead-of all this, we muſt be now tau ght that 


bar conſtäenges cannot be pacified by the! Mood of 


Chriſt immediately, as flowing freely to ſinners; nor 

de truly comforted thereby. Rut on the contrary, 

n our diſce 
838 gracious Work; which muſt be malle 

"oe to ren 1 the duty of felf-examanation. A- 

icordingly, vhisod uy. is moſt commonly explained, in- 


Forced reed. avd preformed atich his view. As to that ex- 


hortation, 2 Cor. A3. Examine yourſelves whether 
ave pr own. felves : What 
H | know 


to truſt, and conſtrainꝰd to love Chriſt 
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T4 A reply to the vifl Hons, &c. 
know ye not your on ſelves, how that Jeſus Chrift 
is in you, except ye be reprobates ? Nothing can be 
more evident to one who reads it with attention, and 
views it in its connection, than that the deſign of it 
3s to intimate thus much: If any thing appears in the 
temper or conduct of a profeſſor, which is diſagreeable 
td the goſpel; he 'ought to take occaſion from hence 
to ſuſpect, whether he be in the faith : while this very 
text plainly ſuggeſts by the furprize couched under 
theſe words, M hat knoau ye not your own ſelves? that 
if our experiences are of the right ſtamp, they will evi- 
dence themſelves.— Tis by faith that Chriſt dwells in 
the heart; and faith or believing is of ſuch a nature, 
that it does more or leſs evidence itſelf to our conſci- 
ences: and to confirm this witneſs of our own ſpirits, 
we may be. ſure, that the divine ſpirit will not be be- 
hind hand in joining his teſtimony, as we proceed lov- 
ing and obeying the goſpel we believe. So that there 
is no occaſion for a laborieus ſearch, followed by a 
train of reaſoning, to obtain peace and comfort. We 
need not be ſo ſuſpicious of the hope of the goſpel, or 
the faithfulnefs of the ſpirit as a comforter. - We may 
well leave this part to God; ſince he has proclaimed 
enough in the free goſpel to afford us ſufficient relief, 
and has promiſed, that thoſe. who know, love and o- 
bey him, ſhall not be forſaken by him. I remember 
che pſalmiſt once in a diſconſolate frame, was for cal- 
ling to remembrance his ſong in the night, to obtain 
comfort, P/a/m 77. But he was unſucceſsful in pur- 
ſuing this method, and at length obtain'd comfort, by 
| remembring the years of the right hand of the moſt 


high; by which he meant; not his own experi- 
7 ENCES, ; but the wo ders God had formerly wrought 

fror his people, by Mo/es and Aaron e If then we would 

5 n we are to call to mind the accep- 
from the dead, as having obtained compleat ſalvation 
ww . -.* I-know yon will here be ready to ſay, Are all 
w_— - e our paſt experiences then to be forgotten, or not 
1 improved as evidences and encouragements ?? I an- 
ſwer, far be it; for though they are not to be grate 
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pacifying our conſciences, &c. yet they are to be re- 


membered, as confirmations of the faith to our minds; 


ſince if they are genuine, they are ſo many proofs of 
the truth and power of the ' goſpel; . and likewiſe to 


make it more fully appear, that aue are in the faith; 


as alſo to . a farther dependence upon the 
ſame free grace and love, which was at the root of all 
thoſe former gracious experiences. According to what 


te pfalmiſt ſays Hſal. luii. 7. Becauſe thou haſt been 
my help, therefore in the ſhadow of thy wings will L 


eie, no fn v5 5 1 4 dE 
- Notwithſtanding this, I will venture to ſay, that 


profeſſors cannot well be too fuſpicious of themſelves, 


as to any 8 have felt, or any duties they 


have performed. The 
tions to watchfulneſe, jeulouſy, cantion, and /elf-exami- 


nation; always taking it for granted, that joy and 
and loving the 


peace come into the mind in believi | 
teſtimony of God's grace in Chriſt. Such ſuſpicion 


beauty appears to du view; bat will prove an an- 
chor to our hope, and an incentive to our love; even 
when we can hind nothing about us, but what would 
tend to diſcourage and fink us. And it will be found 
that the comfort flowing thus into our ſouls from the 


gen Riſen 1 as à contraſt to the effects of our 


criptures are full of exhorta- ü 


cannot do us any real damage; for if in the midſt of 
all our jealouſies, the free-grace truth in its glory and 


own ſelf jealouſy; will be much more ſafe, ſolid, ſa- 


tisfying and truly ſanctifying, than what we think to 
obtain any other Way. 


Though cheſe thoughts look as if they were inten- 
ded to make believers always queſtion their ſtate; yet 


it will be found far otherwiſe: becauſe they ſerve only 


to drive and keep them cloſe to that foundation, whi 


however, in a caſe of ſo great importance, there is no 
room for flattery or compliment. Either you do, or 


do not queſtion your ſtate : If you do, there is no o- 
ther way, as I know of, to obtain ſatisfaction, but by 


' believing on the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt direct) 

+ - ſtanding forth to view) in the goſpel: For it is in 
his ay, and due this medium, that God conveys to 
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his people a ſenſe of his favour. If you de rot queſtion 


. thered upon' 


3 Teſt, dinscly a 


Areply to the vefleSions.. Gr. 


your ſtate, but are well affured cencerning it; then 
this aſſuranee, if ſblid, will Bear the trial : Neithey 
need you be afraid to looks inte the worſt of your eaſe. 
But if # ſuſpicion ariſing in the mind upon this, ſhould 
flinke your confidence ; it then becomes evident, that 


0 far it was not placed upen Chriſt; but upon ſome 


good opinion you had formed concernin ourſelves. 
1 mall nan vo conclude the whole; wi «£4 one in- 
Aubitable maxim, which it becomes all chriſtians con- 
my to retain ; tis this. An ancertain foundation is 
an unſuf: foundation. However then chriftians are 


ride number of che elect, redebmeck and: adopted; 


however they may or ought to- he eſteemed eee 
themſolves or others agreeable to their profeſſion, 
tice, experience or denomination ; 


lowed: Vet there is no a2/olute certainty" to be ga- 


of the heart and he. From whence tis plain; 
that God Beer intended: lis people ſhould tak their 
reit hersimg bur char they ſeuld, in - the: mid of all 
their hopes” and! fears-about their perſonal intereſt, be 
led, driveniand: Liepe to chat hope and refuge that is in 


Itſelſt ſaſe and ſure. Nothin 15 * for © haves 
this, nor id there any thing that we are naturally more 
avenſe tot Some — rv urge: heir portion; others 
malte criminul indelgencies their d 
make their own righteouſneſs in · me ſhape or other 
5 theis confidence: And ſhall F' add; chat fome- are for 


it upon their.experiences,. and upon what they 

<alÞ he works of th ſpirie im cheir hearts: and) upon 

— rather thin” the freeneſs of geſpeb grace; 
ich the work of th ſpirit is dẽſigned to. Mad us to. 


ur if: % are, lediand taughtcby the holy ſpirit to 
Chi ane; then we have: the an- 
cher of dur fouls: both ſure: and ſtedfuſt: Then che ſu- 


perſtructure of goſpel — and Obedience, built 
upen rkis foundation,. 3 aud ſalid ; re- 
cebit g all itefolidity and fivraneſs Frome its immediate 
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however it be. 
their duty to be thankful for an) y experiences or com. 
forts wich they have felt; all "which is readily al- 


this plas; by reaſon. of the deceitfulneſs | 


eligut x and others. 


'© | with- the. enn 
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A reply to the refliktions, Sc. 77 
Neither can we attain to any ſteady hope concerning 
our own intereſt; hut in working upon this plan, an 


reſting upon this prop. If a perſon looks upon the 


hope held förth in the goſpel to be only an uncertain 
conditional hope; apprehending he may not ſecurely” 
reſt upon it, unleſs thro? the conſciouſneſs of ſome- _ 


thing previouſly wrought in him or done by him; 


he is of courſe induced to ſeek after or look to ſome- 
thing in himſelf, for the reaſon or immediate ground 
of his confidence: before God: and while this ſenti- 
ment prevails in his heart; every duty he performs is 
legalized, and every experience he may have felt is 
perverted, by being placed exactly in the room of a 
revealed Chriſt. But if on the contrary, the perſon 
ſees: that God's love in Chriſt as revealed in the free 
goſpel, points directly towards him for his only foun- 


dation; then the more he is apprehenſive of his own 
-gwlt and danger, the more he is obliged to truſt in 


Chriſt and conſtrained to love him; and ſo the goſpel 
hope becomes a ſpur to all:cheerful obedience. The 


gaſpel-obedience has ſome comfort attending it: while" 


yy departure from Chriſt produces darkneſs and di- 
; , unleſs the ſoul be:deluded and deceived by ſome- 


falſe comfort; Thus, upon the whole, it appears, 
that if the Lord the ſpirit; gives us right vie ys of the 
full free grace held forth in the goſpel, we ſhall be 


thereby kept at a diſtance from the ſelfrighieou hope 
of the e z the licentious ho 


pe of the Antinomian; 
the ſelfſuſficient hope of the free willer; the conditi- 
oxal hope of the Neanomian; the pręſumptious hope of 


him who is confident of his ere without ſuffi- 


cient evidence for it;; and ſhall be prevented from tak 


ing up with the uncertain hope of him who does, more 
on leſs, place his evidences or experiences in tHe room 
of Chriſt, for his immediate and chief reaſon of en- 
eouragement and confidgnce.. - Then we. hall have joy 
duc peace in believing, and abound in hope, yea and im 

holineſs tea, bro 5 power of the haly ghoſt. 
; © D 5 1 iT 5 2 | 5 | 


believer then does not take his comfort rom his obe: 
dience; but taking it immediately from Chriſſ, he en- 

joys comfort in the exerciſe of love and obediencte. 
| For ond eee an e. evangelical love, and every act of 
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o bee it has been 1 thar 1 ſhould 
ſtate the difference between the foregoing view 

A fe of the goſpel, and that which ſtands more or leſs 
oppeſed: to it; I have therefore uc to draw 
the contraſt in various particulars. Wh on, I pre- 


ſently found ta things very remarkable. Ore is, that 


that tho? my view of goſpel-doQrine has been traduced 
as if it were merely þ;forical or doctrinal; yet after 
attempting at ſeveral methods of 22 forth this dif. 
ference, I could find no way of do zit, but that which 
is truly experimental and the Porters e 'other is, that 
tho” the radical difference lies nee in one fagle point; 
yet chat point appears to be of ſuch a peculiar nature, 
that it neceſſarily ſpreads itſelf into the whole ſyſtem of 
* dof ine, actes and experience: For which rea- 
it cannot be expected that I ſhould be able 
to mention the particulars. T have there- 
fore contented my ſelf with ſome that moſt- readily oc- 
cur'd; and I conceive that the moſt familiar method of 
ſtating the contraſt will be, by ſetting forth, What 
avere the views and experiences r a perſon, before he. 
_ faw the central truth in its native ſimplicity; and what 
become his views and experiences afterwards. But I 
muſt here beg, that one remark may be carried thro? 
the —_ on — 1 muſt = 8 at 
7 > W Who 3s not to 2 

4 beauty, ſhould find his eorreſpo 
wich every particular, that is placed on that fide of ane c 
. contraſt; or that every: perſon's —— who is ſup- 
| to know this truth, ſhould fall in with the other 


Z 4: kde of the contraſt, in every reſpect. I freely leave 


each perſon to judge for himſelf, how far his ſentiments 
or experience appear te belong to either ſide. To his 
oaun maſter be tandeth or-falleth. However, to prevent 


confuſion in lan Cope aged ba exp reſt as if the 
* 05 TE, tg his views. in . 


8 


e 


1 


* * 


in him, before he could have any peace in his conſci- 
might obtain peace and hope towards God: And when 


that che blood of Chriſt is alfufficient and free, accord- 
- and reſt thus obtained, becomes the root and ſpring of 


alone, having no confidence in the fleſh. Phil. fi. 3. 


le before was under great concern, leſt he had not 
been truly and ſufficiently convinced of the evil of fins 3 


his mind and alleviate his fear; and ſo he now finds that 


Fgrace truly convinces and humbles him. For the goſ- 
Pel convinces as well as. comforts. Acts 2. 36, 37, Nei- 


The ComTrasr STATED. 3 


The grand central difference, from whence ariſe all 
the others, may be thus expreſt. PEP 
He before thought, that there was a neceſſity for him. 
to find ſome ſaving change or good diſpoſition wrought 


ence, or reſt to his ſoul, from the perfect work of Chriſt | 
preſented in the gofpet ; and accordingly was diſtreſt 
in his thoughts for. want of perceiving. it in himſelf; 
and therefore ſought after” it, and prayed for it, that he 


he led that he had found or obtain'd it, he 
laid the ehief ſtreſs of his hope upon it. But now he 
finds relief to his conſcience, not by diſcerning any fa- 
vourable ſymptom about himſelf; but by underſtanding 


ing to the divine teſtimony ; and this evangelical peace 


all that love and obedience,” which diftinguithes a be- 
liever from others. And ſo he now rejoices in Chriſt 


* 


5 


A to Convictions. | 


Loo u this as a neceffary preparation for the 
— n But he now fs 93 all this con- 
cern before faith, only tended to diſcourage him, or 
elſe led him to make ſome excufe, or perform ſome du- 
ty, or to ſearch for ſomething good in himſelf, to eaſe 


all his anxious thoughts were in fact pointed again, 
rather than preparatory to the free grace of the goſpel;. 
having received peace to his conſcience without any 
exerciſe or labour of his, by perceiving the freeneſs of 
grace in its proper light. And this very fight of free 
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a work of grace in the heart 
himſelf; and. thro? that medium might have peace to his 
conſcience, and ſenſible enjoyment oſ the divine ow: 


80 The 1 
ther is there any true conviction before Gath :.For the firſt 
true e by the {party 3 is of W os xvi, 9 


A. to 8 f 
'He before thou ght he had many good deſires to — 50 


the truth; that he was open to conviction, and had a 


ſincere diſpoſition to cloſe with Chriſt and love him, c. 
But now he knows that. all theſe preyious deſires, were. 
only aim'd at the doing or feeling ſomething. from 


' whence he might derive. peace, inſtead of receiving. it 


purely from the freeneſs of divine grace. The ſame 
may ſaid of all prayers, reſolutions and endeavours, 
revious ta having peace wit God thro' faith in the 


blood of Chriſt: For thus he was ſeeking righteouſneſs, 
not by. Fr but as it were 1 185 n a the . 


Rom. ir, 3 . ö 85 


4. 70 the Spirit's Work and a Eagle of one, | 
He- uſed before to: be pra for the fp pirit, and for- 
ying he 9 feel it in 


And when he thought he had found or obtain'd i it, he 
toole his pleaſure in. contemplating upon it, and exer- 


: ciſed theſe affections towards it, which ſhould be exer-. | 


ciſed directly upon Chriſt as revealed in the goſpel. 

But now, finding comfort and ſtrength coming into 
his ſoul, by the view he has ofa, free and perfect ſavi- 
our; he has no ſatis faction concerning a work of grace 
in him; but ſo far, as his affections are drawn off from 


| every thing within him, and as he is made- to depend 


e and hold communion with Jeſus Chriſt. "And + t 
en the true knowledge of Chriſt thus pacifies, com- 
forts and ſtrengthens hin, he aſcribes this experience 
to the ſovereign, efficacious mph, of hg ſpi irit, as Kno W- 
ing that the ſpirit works not g of himſelf, 
but 1 5 che things of Chi. Ta, hs 25 * 


e e eee 


: 


Redd dofoes 4 very low opinion of tie x mere 5 


- the 
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of God; eſteeming it a weak thing, a deack letter, and 


very infufficient to-comfort and quicken him: imagining 


that there was a neceſſity for the ſpirit to perform ſome 
work upon him without the word, or ſpeak ſomething. 
more to him than what the word declares. But now 
he ſees ſuch a fulneſs and freeneſs in the grace of Chriſt 
therein revealed; as is ſufficient to anſwer all theſe ſpi- 
ritual purpoſes; becauſe it is the power of God'unts 


ſalvation to every one that believeth, Rom. i, 16. The 
ese ug alteration in our ſentiments and views of 


el, is a chief grand worle of the ſpirit of God. 


e uſed before to think, that however defective he 


was in other reſpects; yet he could not much 2 
kimſelf with a continual propenſity: to ſũſpect, miſtake 


or deſpiſe the goſpel itſelf: But now he has: ſuch an in- 
fight into the corruption of his heart, and the nature of 
the goſpel, as makes him ſee that alb his: thoughts are 


naturally ftrivi againſt it, one way or another and 


convinces him of a continued neceflity. for that caution 


ineulcated Heb. iii, 12, 13. Fake heed; hrethren, &c. 

Fe before thonght the: to be little more than 
rina aceountiof what God has determined to do 
vith regard to ſome unknowns ſimners; and ſo could not 
fee how he could reap any advan 
comfort from it, without finding fome 
- diſpofition- in him, or exercifing ſome 


| vity towards. 


it, in order to render, it effectual. But now he fees 


that its gragious-traths;” and free promiſes: as they: ſtand 
3 2 dixeAly at hin; and that tis 
5 * which makes i vie) and 


. Sb is the word of 4 fal vation Ent; and v. 38. 

e been, the orgy 
Again, he before judyed che officacy- of- the 

aer tranſtentꝭ by an oeeaſional imprefilen Fame, 

De ESI joys 

the truth aslin it te. be the — 

2 or 1— of all he is as a chriſtian; being 

| again of the incorruptible ſeed of the word, 

liveth- and Ne 1 Pet. i. 234. 1 


= 


tage, or gain any ſolid 
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7 calbd upon to make a profeſſion of the reaſon of his hopes 


it was neceſſary for him to mention many other things, 


beſides the truth as in Jeſus: But now he ſees: ſuch a 


Fulnsſs in the apoſtolie teſtimony, that Jeſus is the 


Chriſt, the ſon of the living God; that he can profeſs, 


this to be alſufficient to him, for the reaſon of his hope 
and confidence before God. According to Peter's con- 
feſſion Mat. xvi, 16. e 1 Fobn iv, 3, 15: v. 1. Rom. 
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- ;-; Before; he uſed 'to:conceive of. faith, as ſome act to 


be exerted by him in order to his peace with God: And 


* 


accordingly was much concern'd to perform the great 


work; of believing in a right manner with activity, as 


* 


previouſſy ne to his peace. But now, account- 
ing faith to be nothing elſe hut the belief of the truth, 


he worketll not, but believeth, Rom. iv, 5 and ſo 
neger, ie, from the freeneſs and evidence of the 
| divine teſti 
induced to exereiſe acts of love, in coming, relying, 
embraeing and the like; and as he $0.00 loving of, 
- on ping u e ſj and bri 
reſponding fruit, he obtains growing proof that he is 
gl the truth. John iii, 19, or knows the grace of God 


ony :- and being relieved. by this, he is 


s forth cor- 


a . JE ͤ 112 .* 
His principal concern, in order to obtain and i 
8 conſcience, was to know whether he had 


night fort of faith, as diſtinguiſhed from an hiſtori- 


cual or temporary faith; and ſo was led to look within 


himſelf for a reaſon of peace, from che aner of his 


- mediate ſpring of his peace, but the truth of God which 


- and ſo beholding the perfect work of Chriſt, proclaim'd 
1 8 in theFfree goſpel for his relief; being juſlited 


Tho formerly he was obliged to take into dem- 
as a medium, to encourage his confidence i 0 bs. 


4 21 | 


heibelieves, detached- from every other conſideration; 


by faith, he has peace with God. Rom. v. 1. 


fideratipn, ſomething wrought. in him or done by him, 
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chat he truſted i in Chriſt alone. But now, he ſees that 
all ſuch truſting is deceitful ; ſince a Neonomian and 
even a Papiſt, may be fad to truſt in Chriſt in the 
ſame ſenſe of the word; but he can now. in the trueſt 
and propereſt ſenſe, ay as in Eſalm Ixii, 5, 6. My. 
foul wait thou on/y:upor God, for my expectation is 


| - From him. He only is my rock and my ſalvation. 


Whereas before, he took or ſought his relief from 
apprehending himſelf to be a believer : He now takes 
it directly from the view of what he believes. The 
- fame may be ſaid as to his being a penitent, a renew? 
and ſanctified perſon. For now that whichmoves him 
to repentance, that which renews and ſanQtifies his ſoul, 
namely, the free goſpel by the ſpirit, is what ſatisfies 8 
his conſcience” before God; and in this way he be- 
comes more and — — Fe that he believes, repents 
andi is fanRikied according to the goſpel : and thus his 
conſcience is by the blood of Chriſt parged from, a | 
works to ſerve the Ring: God, Heb. ix, 14. 


Lito Evivencss of Special Intereſt, 


He hs to Mink. that good evidences, were the only 
proper and ſafe medium of a confidence and reſting in 
Chriſt ;/ but now he ſees, that no. evidence of his own 

ines i is the cauſe or medium, but the genuine con- 
ſequence of his reliance on Chriſt as a compleat ſaviour. 
For the belief of Chriſt's alſufficiency, is the ſupport of 
his confidence, and the ſpring of his love and obe ience; 
to which his own conſcience and the divine ſpirit give 
Jount teſtimony, as the true marks of God's children. 
Thus having heard the goſpel of ſalvation, he truſts 
in Chriſt; in whom after that he hath believed, he 9 8 


led with ty ſpirit of JO: 9 — hy 1 25 
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He uſed to len upon this work as 1 diſtinct 
from the efficacy of Ns goſſ the ſpirit: But now 
he has no notion or thoug t of le other holineſs or 
- ſanRification, but what 1 from the knowledge of | 
4 e eee 'the m—_ 1 19 . 
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truth. Job xv H, 17, 19, And therefore as he has 


*  bothithi3:comfort and holineſs from the fame truth; he 


Hoes not take his comfort from his halineſs, but re- 


veives it directly ſrom Chriſt, and enjoys it in the exer- 


Eiſes of love and '6bedience ; ' whereby it becomes more 


and more dene js comorcand A | 


F EE eee eee dens. 55 


| Ae 0 preſerve Mbattififrom che ben of divine 

| wk, — of the law for his fins, by refer- 
ing to his paſt experiences. and evidences of intereſt; 

but nom the only chought that relieves him is, the 


compleatneſs of Chriſt's atonement, and the abſolute 


freeneſs of it, for him to take ſanctuary in (and indeed 

this muſt be aceounted fifficient, without taking in any 
other conſideration; if it be not, the zel is wer | 

: and we are yet in our ſins.) His fre guilt either 

; makes him I 


In queſtion all his former experiences, 
or elſe they are remembered only as what may brin 


to his mind a freſh view of the divine free love, Whic 

vas his relief at firſt: and was the | | 

f l- his former FS A 
rected; if any man . — - 


riences. 


ſelt or ons, a ut that we eee 3 
e Jabel. 8 2 S FE 
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e ee e he: chigfh 
che el to ſee whether he cu] not find Tam 
thing ro ought in him, ior r 


from whence he might gather evidence to relieve him 


tom the fear of falling ſhore of labaation. But now he 
looks upon it as chiefly deſigned for him to obſerve 
What is amiſs in kim; Dr. to lead him to ſuſpect whe- 


ker bis fache be- Aut atrended with ſome;corrup 
- ures}- when it does not. a 
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11. before thought 3 in Jie: Wer ur halts was a2 
os hard maſter; requiring things very difficult and almoſt 
are [| impoflible, in order to his Sanden and ſalvation ; 

wccordin n he 3 Bard to obtain peace and ſafety. 

But now. ene EP "Ot r 

ready 4 Jeſus C and p _ | 
pe In. 'the goſpel, he "kinds Chriſt's yoke to be eafy, &. WT 
_ and that upon this view of immediately free grace, true. 
* "holineſs. and happineſs keep peace together. For hs. 
Rt is the love of God, that we keep his commandments, ' 3 
the _ his commandments are not er 1 er SR 


1 | N Po 7M before 3 255 Ae to his inward n e 
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